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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Myr. SPEAKER: T have received from the
Auditor General a copy of his report on the
Treasurer's statement of the Publie Accounis
for the financial year ended the 30th June,
1938. Tt will be laid ou the Table of the
House.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Introduced by the Premier and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)—REPORTS.

1. Workers’ Compensation
Amendment.
Mines Regulation

Adopted,

Act Amend-

o

Aet Amendment,

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Rending.
Del)ato resumed from the 31st Augnst.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn) [4.35]: This
Bill secks to amend paragraph 4 of Section
204 of the Road Districts Aet, The position
with respect to hawking, the subject matter
of this measure, i disclosed by the Hawkers
and Pedlars Act of 1892. That legislation
c¢nacts—

That mno person shall net or trade as a
hawker; that is, travel from town to town or
house to house soliciting orders for, or earry-
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ing for sale any goods, wares or mechandise,
except those persons—
(n) who seck orders from town dealers or
sell hooks or mewspapers;
(h) who scll in a public market, fair,
course, showground, ecte.;
(¢) who sell goods of their own manufac-
ture;
(d) who svll vegotables, fish, fruit, ncws-
papers, brooms, matches, game, poul-
try, butter, eggs, milk or any vietuals,

riace-

The Acl does not “take away or diminish
any of the powers vested in any local autho-
rity.” | refer to the powers contained in the
Municipal Corporations Aet which provides
for regulating and lieensing hawking as to
“fruit, fish, meat, poullry, game ar vege-
tables, or any articles of merchandise,” and
prolubiting such hawking in publie places.
The words “or any articles of merchaniise”
have been constrned by the Supreme Court
to mean avticles of & nature similar to those
specified i the Act. It was for the purpose
of overcoming this weakness in the law that
a elause was included in the Muonieipal Cor-
porations Aet Amendment Bill intredueed
hut unot enncted last session. "The amend-
ments proposed in the Bill before us are
similar to {hose contained in the Bill of last
vear. The Road Distriets Aet provides for
the regulating and licensing of hawking by
the local authority, in the same way as does
the Municipal Corporations Aet, as well as
for prohibiting hawking in any preserihed
road or other part of the district,

AMr. Seward: To whieh section of the At
are you veferring?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
wauld appear in  the vegnlations framed
nnder the Road Distriets Act.  The Bill be-
fore the Hounse will have the effect of plae-
ing in the hands of the local authority power
to regulate or prohibit hawking of any
deseription.  Such power will he complete.
This will overcome the limifation eontained
in the Municipal Corporations Act and the
Rond Districts Act. A deputation consist-
ing of retail traders waited on me recently
to ask that the Government should take the
control nway from the loeal authorities, and
prohibit the louse-to-house eanvassing of
@oods nsually sold by retailers in the locality.
That deputation, representative of the Re-
tail Tradovs’ Assoeiation, waited on me, and
ihe association’s seeretary expressed the wish
that the Govermment should take full powers
under the Hawkers and Pedlars Act. T
pointed out that the matter was obviously
one for the loeal authorities. The Hawkers
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and  Pedlars Aet is more or less a dead
letter, the loeal authorities having under-
taken the work of licensing. I pointed out
also that members of a road hoard or muni-
eipal council are elected by ratepavers, and
are business inen in foueh with loeal require-
ments and in a position (o obtain the sense
of the district or municipality in regard to
such matters. Moreover, there are vast dif-
ferences hetween the vavious munieipalities
and districts of Western Australia; and ex-
perience shows that when loeal interests de-
sire anything in the nature of restrietion of
trade, there is an upheaval. [ asked the de-
putation, “Ilo vou desive that the powers
given to loeal authorities in this respect
shall be repealed?”’ That is the diveet ques-
tion T put, and the rvepresentative of the
Chamber of Commerece, Mr, Saw, said that
was not desired. e added, “We are con-
tent that the local authorilies should do the
work.”™  That being so, the Bill proposes to
invest local authorities with the necessavy
powers. Upon the passing of the measure,
if any given distriets so desire, that power
will be given to if and the distriet will be
able to cxereisc i and thas ho the licensing
anthorily. Local authorities are in touch
with local traders. T presume other mem-
hers hesides myself have reeeived communi-
cations from firms intercsted in the matter.
One g Rawleigh Produets TLtd.,, of Bruns-
wick, Vietoria.

Hon, C. Gi. Latham: That is an American
firm.

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: It is
established in Victorin. Tts correspondence
came tn me from that State. Then theve is
Watkins Tid., of TIixhibition-street, Mol-
hourne.  Again, there is the Telson Manu-
facturing Proprictary Ltd., whose head office
is cstablished in Richmond, Vietoria. T
shall not put up their case, becanse we as a
Government do not propose to take powor
to deal with the subject. The passing of the
Bill will mean that the persons concerned
can make their representations to loeal
anthoritics who will he in a position to re-
qulate the trade fairly. IF outside traders
act prejudicially to traders who pay rates,
it will be for the local authority to take
action. In the Municipal Corporations Act
Amendment Bill of last session I had in-
cluded a clanse exactly similar in wording
to the clanse in this Bill. The Municipal
Corporations Act Amendment Bill will be
reintroduced during this session. I ecounld
have introduced it hefore but for the fact
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that we arc waiting for the report of the
Roval Commission. Any recommendations
that  Comnuission  may make regarding
amendmmi of the Muonigipal Corporations
Aet will receive the consideration of the Gov-
crnment as lo their  inelusion in the Bill
which iz already prepared. That is the only
renson why that Bil  has not yet been
brought down. The measure now before us
proposes the neeessary amendment with ve-
gard to hawking in road distrviets. There-
fore, on behalf of the Government T support
it

We shall he consistent. We regard the
subject as one to he dealt with by the loeal
authority, whether a vead district or muniei-
pal vouucil: and complementary legislation
will he brought down to give municipalities
the power which this Bill proposes to give
to road hoards. Thus there will be a means
of having the matter uniformly dealt with
throughont the State by the people who are
most elosely associated with trading, and who
will wntch the inferests of loeal traders.
This is a eommonsense propesal, and in ¢on-
formity with the proposal brought down
jasi sesslon byl Gusernoent.
ingrly [ support the second reading.

2 bl
LaUUULU-

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [447]: 1T
have had some opportunity to acquaint my-
self with the contents of the Bill sponsored
by the memher for Murchison (Mr. Mar-
shall}.  As the Minister for Works has
pointed out, the measure proposes to con-
fer ou road boards the enforcement of the
Hawkers and Pedlars Act of 1892.  That
Act may now he a dead letter, but evidently
at the time of ils being passed the Govern-
ment was responsible for the enforcement of
all Jaws. So much is plain from Scction 7
of the Act, reading—

Nothing in this Act shall take away or
diminish any of the powers vested in any
municipal vonneil.

Thus the Act gave municipal conneils special
powers.

Mr. Marshall: No. It merely allowed
them to exercise the very limited powers
eranted to fhem.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The Act left
municipal councils free to do whatever Par-
liament had decided they might do. That
does not appiy in the ease of the Road Dis-
tricts Act. Practieally, power has been
taken from the Flawkers and Pedlars Aect
and conveved into the Road Distriets Act.
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The latter Aet, in Section 204, paragraph
41, subparagraph (i), speaks of “regulating
the hawking of fruit, fish, meat, poultry,
game, or vegetables, or any article of mer-
chandise, and requiring licenses to he ob-
tained by hawkers.”  The words “any
article of wmerchandise” refer only to
articles similar to those specifically men-
tioned. The Bill will amend paragraph
41 of Section 204 by striking out of sub-
paragraph (i) the words “fruit, fish, meat,
poultry, game, or vegetables, or any articls
of merchandise” and inserting in lien there-
of the words “any goods, wares, or mer-
chandise.”’ Reference to the Hawkers and
Pedlars Act shows that no power is given
to hawk or peddle any goods except such as
have heen manufactured by the hawker or
pedlar himself.

Mr. Marshall : That is correct.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Thus it appears
that people to-day hawking a variety of
manufactured articles are doing something
that is contrary to law. The Bill proposes
to enable them, subject to the approval of
loeal authorities, to do such hawking. In
common with the Minister for Works, most
of us have received letters not only from
certnin firms in the Eastern States hut alse
from their representatives here. Those firms
have representatives in almost every West-
ern Australian town. The vepresentatives
of the firins coneerned travel through the
country distriets and dispose of goods
manufactured by their principals in the
Eastern States. By that means country
people are able to purchase many service-
able articles, including stock medicines that
are always in demand. Hawkers travel from
farm to farm, and the countrvy people are
greatly nssisted in consequence. The mem-
ber for Murchison does not propose to de-
prive those hawkers of their right to dis-
pose of goods, but to place upon the loeal
authority the respousibility of determining
whether or not the hawkers shall be allowed
to operate in its area. Under the existing
legislation, the local authoritics have power
to prohibit hawking within their beun-
daries.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, they neced not license
the hawkers.

Hon. C. ¢ LATHAX: That is so. The
Act provides power for the loeal authority
to “preseribe the annuval fees to be paid for
hawkers’ licenses and for differentiating in
such fees according to the commodities
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hawked, not exceeding (a) in towns and pre-
scribed areas, £10, and (b) the ecountry,
£6.” Then again, the Act provides power to
“limit the number of licenses to he issued
and for refusing to grant any license, either
when such limit is reached, or for any other
reason.” It will be seen, therefore, that the
local aunthorities already have power to pro-
hibit hawking, if so desired. I hope that
commonsense will be exercised by loeal
authorities, and, if the hawkers are serving
a useful purpose and are not proving harm-
ful hecaunse of the trade they carry on, that
they will be permitted to eontinue opera-
tions. The Bill does not seek to prevent
that being done, but merely hands over dis-
cretionary power to local authorities. No
harm ean follow upon Parliament endorsing
this legislation. I have given the measure
serious thought in view of the fact that from
various country distriets letters of protest
have been received on the assumption that
the Bill would terminate a legitimate form
of business that has been of advantage to
country people. As I stated previously, I
am well aware that the hawking, to some
extent, has heen illegal, because, strietly
speaking, it should be restricted to goods of
the hawker's own manufacture.

Mv, Marshall: [ can show you haw they
got over that.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I do not see how
they could do that, hecausc as a rule they do
nat sell artieles of their own manufacture.

Mr. Withers: They take orders and sup-
ply later.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: XNo, they sell
zoods that they have on their motoy vehieles.
For many years past hawkers have operated
in the country districts and have hecn par-
ticularly useful during the shearing season.
From wmy own experience, T know that
towards the end of the season shearers fre-
quently found it necessary to purchase nmew
clothing, and they were able to proeure their
requirements from the hawkers, who thus
served a very useful purpose. I ean see no
harm in the Bill, which will not prevent
hawkers from carrying on their trade, bot
will serve to legalise that which has been
illegally done in the past. A certain amount
of responsibility will be placed on the loeal
authorities and, of course, the poliee will
enter into that phase as well.

The Minister for Works: The Jocal au-
thorities could deal with the phase from the
health standpoint, partieularly with regard
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to foodstuffs. Only slightly extended powers
would be required.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so, bat [
think the local authorities, with their present
powers, could prevent hawkers from dispos-
ing of unwholesome foodstuffs. T sapport
the second reading of the Bill,

The Minister for Works: It does not hy
any means contemplate prohibition.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporfed without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—MARKETING OF ONIONS.

In Committee,
Resnmaed from the 28th September, M.
Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Fox in charge of
the Bill

_The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
alter Ulause L had heen agrecd to.
Clause 2—agreed fo.

Clause 3—Appointment and coustitution
of the hoard:

Mr. FOX: I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to Sub-
r.-l:msp (3):+—"fand during the preceding
growing scason has planted and harvested at
least a quurter of an aere of onions.’’

I am given to understand that the majority
of those who nre growing onions have at
least a quarter of an aere under crop.

Hon, I'. ). FERGUSOX: I also desire {0
anmend  Lhe subelause, and my suggestion
differs a little from that of the memher for
South Fremantle. I had hoped that he
would have allowed his amendment to Inpse
in favour of mine. To make my point of
view clear, a srower may have purchased an
onion-farm after planting, and be responsible
for the murketing of the erop. e will be
a genwine onion-grower, and should bhe
entitled to the privileges that the memhber
for South Fremantle secks to confer upon
onion produeers, which is tn exercise the
franchise for the election of the board.
A man who bought an onion farm after the
planting season had started would be de-
harred from voting should an clection take
place before the end of the season. If a
grower has an area of land to the extent of
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even a quarter of an acre from which he
makes part of his living. he should be en-
titled to vote for members of the board.
Mr. FOX: T ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hpn. P. D. FERGUSON: 1
amendment—

That the following words be added to Sub-
clause (3):—‘and is entitled to be enrolled
us an cleetor for the Legislative Assembly.'’

move an

Any grower claiming the privilege of vot-
ing for the formation of the proposed board
should at least be a British-hoxn or natura-
lised British subject. Therefore, before a
grower can vote for a member of the board,
he should he entitied to be enrolled as an
clector for the Legislative Assembly, That
is not asking too mueh. To be qualified for
onrvolment as sach an eleetor, a foreigner
must he a resident of the State for 12
months. Xo foreigner who comes to West-
orn Australin wonld embark on the business
of onion growing in the first 12 months of
his residence in this State; consequently, no
hardchin wonld ha in Ricted hy the exelnsion
of foreigners nof entitled to be enrolled as
clectors for the Legislative Assembly.

Mr., SAMPSON: In my opinion, the
amendment will weaken the Bill. A
foreigner cannot be naturalised in Australia
until he has been a resident of Australia for
five years. The amendment would have the
effect of preventing the orderly marketing
of onions. hecanse all the growers cugaged in
the industry could not be hrought under the
confrol of the board.

Mr. FOX: I oppose the amendment.  The
member for Trwin-Moore himself admitfed
that there was not much merit in the amend-
ment, beeause he believed ne grower in
Western Australia did not possess the quali-
fication for onrolment as an elector for the
Legislative  Assembly. Any grower who
puts his onions into the pool shonld at least
be given an opportunity to vote for the
members of the hoard. We should not pena-
lise foreigners further becaumse they do not
enjoy the privileges of our laws by not be-
ing naturalised. I know of one foreigner
who has resided for many years in Australia,
He did not hecome naturalised and at pre-
sent has not the £5 fo pay the necessary fee.
That man has deprived himsclf of an old-
age pension. From informaton I have re-
ceived, at least 90 per cent. of lhe onion
orowers in the Spearwood area are natura-
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lised. Xt is an axiom of British law that no
subject shall he taxed without representa-
tion. The growers are to be taxed, whether
or not they are naturalised,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I support the amendment. If foreign onion

growers consider Western Australia to bhe

good cnough to live in, they should not hesi-
tate to become naturalised British subjects.
If they do net become naturalised, they
should be debarred from voting,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I support the
amendment. A great many foreigners come
to Australia. They do not work for Aus-
tralians, but for their own counirymen, nor
do they work for wages. The newcomers
are allotted part of the work that is going
on. If it is clearing, they are sub-let a por-
tion of the clearing work; if it is potato-
growing, portion of the area is sub-let to
them. When it comes to voling for a board
such as is proposed, very often one of these
men will have six or seven votes, probably
move. As a matter of faet, we know of in-
stanees of this kind that have oeccurred at
the Trades Hall,

Mr. Fox: This is the first time I have
heard yon speak against plural voting.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T do not favour
that kind of plural voling. T will not en-
eonrage it. I will never pass over my fran-
chise to someone else. I do not want anyone
to exercise my vote for me. If we went to
any other country, it would not he possible
for us to become landewners untit we had
taken out naturalisation papers, and we
would have no votes of any kind. Foreign-
ers have to be here for only five years and
they arc then entitled to become British
subjeets. If a person does not wish {e be
oxe of us, why should we extend to him the
privileges that we consider should be ex-

clusively reserved to  British subjeets?
Foreigners are not allowed, under our
electoral laws, 1o clect members to  this

Chamber, or to any of the municipal coun-
cils or road hoavrds. We tell them that they
must show their hona fides by being citizens
of the State far five years, at the end of
which time, by payment of a fee, they may
beeome naturalised. The payment of a fee
is the last thing that worries them because
any foreigner who desires to secure the
money has no diffeulty in finding nue of his
friends willing to hand over £5 for the pur-
pose. Therc is a great deal more co-
operation hetween forcigners in this country
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than between our own people. I assure the
member for South Fremantle that the advice
of the Minister for Agriculture is very
sound.

My, FOX: T still intend to oppose the
amendment. T could understand it if the
Giovernment would not permit aliens to own
Jand, hut these foreigners are allowed to
take up land and ecaltivate it. In spite of
that, it is proposed that they shall have no
say in the election of the board which is to
he set up under the provisions of the Bill
to dispose of their produce. That is not
logieal. Another reason why I oppose the
amendment is that foreigners have to spend
a long time in the State before they can
beeome naturalised, Those who are not
naturalised ave alveady penalised by not
having a say in the making of the laws of
the State. All the Bill seeks to do is to give
thein a voice in the election of the board.

Mr. WITHERS: I hope the member for
South Fremantle will not press his objee-
tion. The proposed amendment will not de-
prive a foreigner of his livelihood. He can
look to his own eompatriots for guidance in
the first few years of his domicile in this
State, and upon naturalisation he is entitled
to all the privileges enjoyed by those born
in the country. No hardship will be inflicted
on these people and the adoplion of the
amendment may result in some of those who
have been in the State for a considerabie
period and have not become naturalised tak-
ing steps to obtain naturalisation.

Hon. P. ). FERGUSON: I assure the
spangor of the Bill that no hardship will be
imposed on {he people he represents as a
vesult of the adoption of the amendment.
There is anolher industry in this State the
eommodities of which are marketed under
similay legislation. Britishers engaged in
that industry are at a distinct disadvantage
in eompetition with foreigners, for this rea-
son: A habit in which the foreigners have in-
dulged has been to market a portion of their
crop under their own names, a portion in the
names of their wives and a portion in the
names of their sons who are over 21 years of
age. In this way an individual grower has
heen entitled to two or three votes. That ha-
heen done here to the detriment of the
genuine British preducer and to the detri-
ment of returned soldiers,

Mr. Hegney: Who taught them to do
that?
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Hon. I'. . FERGUSOXN: That has oe-
curred in the hon, member’s electorate.

Mr. Hegney: There are no foreigners in
my electorate. But whe taught them to do
that 2

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN : That practice is
absolutely wrong, TIf the mmendment is
aceepted, no hardship will be imposed upon
the producer, who will still have the right to
market his commodity through the board.
All the amendment suggests is that foreign-
ers shall not have a vote in  the eleetion of
the hoard unle=s thev comply with certain
conditions,

Mr. MARSHALL: The amendnent is not
entirely without merit bui the member Lor
Irwin-Moore wmust confess it will not over-
come the difficulty hie has mentioned, beeause
all  foreigners can hecome cntitled to
have theiv names placed on the Lewislative
Assembly rolls.

Hon. P. D. Fergnson: Not unless they are
naturaligsed,

Mr. MARSHALL: That does not make
any difference.  The hon, member said that
a hardship was imposed on eertain producers
because forvieners marketed portion af theiy
output in their own names, portion in the
names of {their wives, and portion in the
names of their sons over the age of 21. 1f
the amendment is agreed to and all foreian-
¢rs are entitled to have their names on  the
Assembly rolls, thex would still he ahle to
coperate in that wax,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: T was only pointing
out what is done in another industry,

Mr. MARSHALL: T am pointing out that
they will be able to do the same thing in this
industry, even if the amendment is aceeptod.

Hon. PP. D). Fergusoon: Not unlexs they
are naturalised.

My. MARSHALL: That is so, hut the
diffiecnlty mentioned by the hon. member is
not overecome hy his amendment. One objee-
tion to the amendment is that a number of
forcigners is already engaged in the pro-
duction of onions and even if they submit-
ted their application for naturalisation now,
in ovder that thex might be gualified to vote
for the board, they would be far too late to
participate in the first election. A fairly
long time must elapse before naturalisation
could be secured, and thevefore the amend-
ment would probably deny the right for a
considerable period to many engaged in the
industry.

Hon. P. D. Ferzuson: Most onion growers
have heen here Enr a number of years.

[54]
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Mr. MARSHALL: The amendment would
unt apply to them because they would be
naturalised. If we were assured that each
grower could become naturalised, the amend-
ment would not bhe injurions, but some
people might be hard hit financially. T agree
with the spirit of the amendment. People
who make their homes in this country should
be able to qualify for the rights of full
citizenship. Some of these foreigners have
lnvge Familios, and the larger the family, the
smaller wonld he the epportunity to pay for
naturalisation.

Hon. €. G. Latham: They can always got
the money.

My, MARSHALL: Well, it has to be pro-
vided from some source. My only regret is
that Britishers are not as loyal to their
countrymen  as  arve foreigners to their
nationals.  Produeers of onions have very
little money in the way of profit and, as the
Bill applies to them alone, I shall support
the member for South Fremantle.

Mr. HEGNEY: I opposc the amendment
for the reasons given by the mover. If, as
e said, e amendment will not affeet
growers, there is no need for it. The Leader
of the Federal Country Party recently re-
turned from Europe where he invited Danes
and Scandinavians to ecome to Australia and
settle in the primary industries. Many suel
people would prohably be careless in the
matter of naturalisation, and if they became
onion growers here, they would have no say
in the election of the beard. When seeking
naturalisation, manyv foreigners ave ex-
ploited and have to pay more than the Com-
monwealth charge of £5 to sceure their
papers. If they consult a solicitor, his fees
must be added. I could quole instances of
diMficulties having been experienced in that
direetion.  The amendment is quife un-
warranted and certainly will not eure the
objection arising from some foreigners ic
another industry obtaining three votes for
the onc family.

Ar. TONKIN: I should like your dirce-
tion, Mr. Chairman. I foresee a diffienlty
that will anse if the amendment is carried,
The subclanse ends with the words “unless
he is of the full age of 21 years™ Tuosc
words will he superfluous if the amendment
is passed. Yet, if we wait until the amerd-
ment has been added, we shall be too late
to delete them. How should we deal with
the matter?
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The CHAIRMAN: I cannot see thai any
difiieulty would arise. The grower might be
a Britisher under 21 years of age. The
amendment deals with foreigners,

Mr. TONKIN: Then the Britisher under
21 would not be entitled to be enrolled for
the Legislative Assembly, so that the other
words are superfluous.

The CHAIRMAN: The grower would
have to be a foreigner of 21 years and en-
titled to enrol. T see no difficulty.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Before seeing the amendment submitted hy
the member for Trwin-Moore I had drafted
an amendment to fit this particular case. It
was to add the words “and must be a
natural-born or naturalised British suhjeet.”
That would overcome the objection ra‘sed
by the member for North-flast Fremant'e,
It is important that in matters sueh as this,
or in matters where the benefits of protee-
iion hy legislation are enjoyed by thoso
participating in  fthe industry, the pav-
ticipants shall he British subjeets. A whe
have had anything to do with legislation
controlling other industries know the diffi-
culties that have obtaived in the past simply
becanse this pro‘cetion has not been inelided
in the legislation. Tn all similar legislalion
in the other States, particularly when it
comes to dealing with commodities respect-
ing which boards have been appointed, this
provision has been included. T suggest that
the member for Trwin-Moore withdraw his
amendment in favour of the one T have sug-
gested.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: With the per-
mission of the Committee, I should like fo
withdraw my amendment in favour of that
sugzested by the Minister.

Amendnient, by leave, withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to Sub-
clanse (3):—fand he a matural-born or
naturalised Dritish subjeet.’’

Mr. SHEARN: I should say that the
amendment would meet with the approval of
the member in charge of the Bill. Tt ade-
qunately covers the position, and I shall sup-
port it.

Mr, MARSHALL: I am not prepared to
sanport the amendment. The Bill will not
cover more than 100 or 200 people through-
out the State. What T am concerned about
is that there will be a small percentage of
those engaged in the industry perhaps for
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four years and eleven months, and those
people will not be entitled to be naturalised,
and so will be excluded from any right that
the Bill will eonfer.

The Minister for Agriculture: No,

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister knows
that no foreigner can be naturalised until
he has heen here for five years,

Mr. Patriek: But forcigners will partiei-
pate in the henefits,

Mr. MARSHALL: If they have no say,
there will not be any benefits. I do not
know that the principle in this ease is worth
enforeing, becanse we shall he penalising a
perecntage of those people.

Mr. SHEARN: We might say as logically
that those who are likely to be disadvant-
aged by the clause would disagree with the
cstablishment of a board. At this stage we
have no chance of assessing the relative
voting strength of those who would be
naturalised immediately, any more than we
might have the right to assume that there
wonld he those who would be disfranchised
through not being nataralised. As has been
pointed out, if Parliament cleets to give
these people attention by way of a board, it
is a fair thing to ask that they should he
called upon to assume some sense of citizen-
ship. One might reasonably assume that the
majority of those engaged in the industry
would be in favour of the ereation of a
hoard of this nature.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. FOX: I move an amendment—

That, the following words be added to Sub-
elause (3) as amended:—‘‘and during the
preceding growing scason has harvested at
least quarter of an acre of onions.’’

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not satisfied with the representation
on this board. There is no objeetion to the
total nember of members being five, but it
is wrong Lhat the board should be dominated
in the proportionate way set out in the
clanse. I move an amendment—

That in Subelause (4) the words ‘"three,

all’! be struck out, and the words “‘ two, both’*
inserted in lieu.

Mr. Fox: I will agree to that.
Amendment put and passed.

On motions by the Minister for Agricul-
ture, clause further amended by striking
out of Subelause (3) the word ‘“itwo’” and
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inserting in lieu the word ‘‘three,”” and by
inserting after the word “manner” the
words ‘‘one of whom shall represent the
consumers.”’

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 4 to 9—agreed fo.

Clause 10—Dissolution of board:

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: The Committee
bhas decided that any grower requiring a
vote for the election of the hoard shall have
certain gualifications. For instance, he must
be a British born or a naturalised British
subject. The clause does noi provide that
the grower shall have these qualifieations, I
move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘production’’ in ling 2
of Bubelause (1) the following words he in-
gerted:—*‘and |having the qualifications re-
quired to take part in any poll for the consti-

tation of a Board or in any election under
this Act.”’

Mr. Fox: I agree.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSQON: I move an
amendment—

That after the word ‘‘business’’ in line 1
of Subclause (1) the words ‘‘and so qualified’’
he inserted.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. P. D. FERGUSON:
amendmeni—

That in line 1 of Subclause (2) the words
f“‘three years’’ be struck out, with a view to
inserting the words ‘“one year.’?

I move an

Three years is too long a period to allow for
the taking of another poll.  Although I
admit that most boards, upon which Parlia-
ment has placed the responsibility of organ-
ising the disposal of any particnlar eommo-
dity, can be relied upon to do the right
thing, marketing bhoards have not always
comported themselves in such a way as fo
eommend their actions to the general cem-
munity. As a safeguard I wish to ensure
that the onion growers shall have an oppor-
tunity to terminate the board when thev so
desire. Three years is too long a peried lo
allow heforg they have the right te do this.
Mr. FOX: I oppose the amendment.
Three vears afford little enough time for giv-
ing the board a fair trial. Elections involve
expense. - This indusiry is not large, and to
saddle it with the expense of electing a
board every 12 months wounld be unreason-
able. In three years the onion growers will
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have learnt whether the board is to their
interest.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I support the
member for South Fremantle. The board
should be given a chance to prove itself.
For this a period of 12 months is too short.

The Minister for Agriculture: Fifty per
cent. of dissatisfied growers are necessary to
demand a pell.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am aware of
that. The hoard will deal with a perishaki.
ecommodity, and will have to be carefully
nurtored for a while. With the assistance of
the Minister for Agrieulture and bis officers,
probably the hoard will prove a suceess.
Certainly onions are not as perishable as
inany other vegetables, hut they are perish-
able nevertheless.

Mr. BOYLE: I support the clause as it
stands. The Bill is experimental legislation
which is to be tried in a confined area and
will encounter much opposition from middle-
men. Three years’ time is little enough for
the hoard to develop a system of protection
from insidious attacks.

The Minister for Agrienlture: T do not
know that that contention follows.

Me. BOYLE: I do not like the 12-months
provision. It is all too short. The hoard
has to be constituted and built up, and has
to met its business in order while subject to
attacks of all deseriptions. As the first 12
months in the life of a child are the eritieal
12 months, so the three years proposed will
be the eritical period in the board’s exist-
ence. I am entirely opposed to the amend-
ment of the member for Irwin-Moore. This
side of the Chamber has consistently fonght
for legislation of this kind over many years.
The Bill of the member for South Fremantle
is well thought-out.

Mr, SAMPSON: A period of 12 months
is impracticable. Queensland adopted three
vears beeause that State recognised that the
usefulness of a piece of legislation could not
be tested in a shorter period.

Mr. THORN: I definitely agrec with the
member for Irwin-Moore, whose amendment
suggests a safeguard in the interests of the
growers. To ask that threc yeors shall
elapse before any poll ean he taken is to ask
too mueh. TUnder the clause as it stands,
however dissatisfied the growers mighi be
they would have to put up with this measure
for three yvears. I sce no danger in reducing
the perind to 12 months. T am heart and
soul with the prineiple of this legislation.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A eompromise should be effected. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle might do his grow-
ers an injury if the hoard should funetion
badly, or if circumstanees which were fally
stated on the seeond reading should eome to
pass. Objeetions raised to the Bill in second
reading specches have suobstanee.  Many
diffieultics not anticipated by growers may
arise, eausing them to be glad to be relieved
of the measure. The present proposal is that
they shall he bound hand and foot for three
yvears. In spite of aspects connccted with
the importing of onions, the board itsclf
might request the sponsor of the Bill to ask
the Minister Lor a poll. Two years ight
be the correct period.

Mr. FOX: As a compromise [ would De
preparcd to aevept two years,

Opposition Member=: Don’t compromise!
Stick to your Bill!

Mr, FOX: One year is far too httle. How-
ever, two years wonld afford smple oppor-
tunity if the measure is put into foree for

the present onion-growing season, as it
would then operate during two  onion-

growing seasons within 18 months, and if at
the end of two years the board is not accepr-
able to them they will have an oppartunity
to vote it out.

Awmendment  (to strike owl  the word
“threc” in line 1 of Subelause 2) put and
passed,

On mobion by Mr. Fox, the word “two”
inserted in lien of the word “three” struck
out in line 1 of Subelause 2.

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: [
amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause (2) the word
““three’’ be struck out with ut view to inscrt-
ing the word ‘ftwo.’?

Mr, SAMPSON: 1In this instance the
issue is quite different. The frst two years
are provided to test out the practicability of
ihe scheme. An interval of threec years sub-
sequent to that is little enough if the seheme
proves satisfactory,

Hop, P. D, FERGUSON: I ask leave to

withdraw my amendment.

nmove  an

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

ITon. P, 0. FERGUSON:
amendment—

That in lines 1 and 2 of Sobelause (3) the
worda ‘‘a majority of the votes polled is'’
be struck out and the words ‘‘ morve than three-
fifths of the votes polled arce’’ inserted in lien.

T move an
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Clause 3 provides for more than three-fifths
of the votes polled being required before the
board ean be constituted and it is merely
logieal and fair that a similar majority
shonld be required before the board ean be
dissolved. To provide that the board could
be set aside merely by “a majority of the
votes polled,” would not he right.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to,

Clause 11—AIll onions to Lie delivered to
hoard :

Mr. NORTH: Clause 11 provides that
anyone who deals in onions olher than
through the board shali he liable to a penalty
not cxeeeding  £50. That penalty is very
drastte. Would the member for South Fre-
mantle be opposed, in principle, to allowing
supplies of onions, after the growers had
disposed ol as mueh ns possible of the crop
at the most advantageous priees obtainable,
to be sold cheaply to the needy section of
the community, of whom something has been
heard latelv?

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Ave yvou not dealing
with your motion now?

Mr. FOX: The question is rather prema-
ture. The object of the elause is to prevent
people from dealing in onions other than
through the board,

Clanse pat and passed,

Clause 12—Contracts Cor sale of onions:

Mr. FOX: | move an amendment—

That in lize 3 of Subelause (3} afte
““four’’ the words ‘‘not dealing solely with

onions under and pursuant to any cxemption
under the last preceding scetion’’ be inserted.

The amendmeni will proteet any merchant
who makes n eontraet dealing with exempted
onions.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 13—agrecd to.
Clause 14—Marketing powers, ele.:
Ale. FOX: 1 move an amendment—

That tle following provise he added:—
“‘Provided that if the Minister is of opinion
that any action or proposed action of the
Board relating to the sale of onions or with-
holding onions from sale is or will be to the
detriment of public interests Ly unrcasonably
inereasing the price or causing n searcity nof
onions, he may by order under his hand from
time to time direet the Board to previde for
consumption onions beld by the Board at such
prices and in such quantities as the Minister
deems necessary to reasonably supply the re-
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quirements of consumers and the Board shall
observe and give effect to the order of the
Minister. On any wilful disobedience by the
Board te any such order the offices of the
members of the Board shall, if the Minister
in writing so directs, be deemed for all pur-
poses to have been vaecated.?’

The amendment will provide the Minister
with all the power required for the protee-
tion of consumers, who, in addition, will have
a represeniative on the hoard. Should the
Minister consider the board had done any-
thing unduly to increase the price or with-
hold supplies ot cnions, the powers set out
would cnable him to deal with the position.
I trust he will aceept my amendment in pre-
ference to the ong standing in his name on
the notice paper.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The difference between the lwo  proposed
provisos is that onc is general and the other
specific. The proviso I suggest has a gencral
application, and the veto is similar to that
contained in legislation of the other States.
My suggested proviso deals with the actions
of the board as a whole, and that is ncees-
sary in legislation of this character. T in-
quired Dium Minisiers Juy Agricuifure of the
other States what their views were on this
matter, and they repiied that not only was
the power of veto necessary, but that it
should have general application.

Mr. Fox: The provision is not contsined
in the Queensland Aet,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt is.

Mr. Boyle: And in the Vietorian Act.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The renason is obvious. In the interests
of the growers and of the publie, it may he
necessary to save the board from itself. My
suggested provise dees not apply necessarily
only to the acquiring and disposal of onions;
the board may desire to do many things that
would be detrimental to the growers, and if
the Minister did not have the power of vete
the board could put its desires into effeet.
The board conceivably might de something
that would wreck the scheme and adversely
affeet the growers,

Mr. THORX: T am in agreement with the
Minister. It is absolntely necessary that the
Minister should have a complete power of
veto. The board may desire to spend the
producers’ funds in a way ohjectionable to
the producers. The member for South Fre-
mantle should aceept the Minister’s proviso.
T suggest, however, that the pewer proposed
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to be given to the Minister, to nominate per-
sons to advise him, is not required.
Amendment put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That 1he following proviso be added:—
“Provided that the Minister may, by order
under his hand, stop or prehibit any action or
proposed action on the part of the Beard
which he congiders is or would be detrimental
to the public interests, or likely to affect the
supply and distribution of onions at reagon-
able prices to consumers thereof, and may
revoke any such order, and he may at any time
nominate not wmore than three pergons to
advise him as to whether, in any particular
case, it is expedient to wmake or not to make
such an arder or to continue or reveke any
order which has alvexdy been made.

Fon. P. D, FERGUSON: I move—

Thut the amendment be amended by striking
out the words:—**and he may at any time
nominate not more than three persons to
advise him as to whether, in any particular
ease, it is expedient to make or not to make
such an order or to continue or revoke any
order which has already been made.’’

The Minister may request any person to ad-
vise hiim; there is no need to ingert that pro-
vision in the measure.

Amendment  on
passed,

amendment put and

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the c¢lause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 15 to 20, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
I Commillee.

Resumed from the 28th September. Mr.
Sampson in the Chair; Mrs. Carde!l-Oliver
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Amendment of Scetion 5:

The CITAIRMAN: The question is that
the clause, as amended, be agreed to.

Mr, SLEEMAN: T move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added:—
‘‘Provided that any female may by notice in
writing addressed to the resident or police
magistrate for the district in which she re.
sides, indicatec that she does not desire to
serve as a juror, and upon receipt of such
notice by the resident or police magistrate she
shall be exeused from any service whatsoever
as a juror.
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I do mnot anticipate any objection to this
amendment, hecause it is a reasonable pro-
viso and is what most women in the State
desire. Thousands of women have no wish
to scrve on juries, and have a perfect vight
to be able to excuse themselves.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : In moving the
amendmont, the member for Fremantle
doubtless had in mind the impossibility of
the member for Subiaco’s deoing anything
but aeccept it, as the Bill without the amend-
ment would he totally unworkable, But the
member for Subiaco has also in mind that
the member for Fremantle has deliberately
made the Bill totally unworkable——

Mr. Sleeman: That is not fair.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: with the
object of forcing the member for Subiaeo to
accept this monstrous measurve which wonld
re-ack against her politically and against the
women’s movement generally.

Mr. Sleeman: The women do not think so,,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If the hm
member knows more about women ﬂwn I
do, and he probably does //

The CHATRMAXN: Order!.

Mrs, CARDELL-O*T.gR: The hon.
wember inmgines, +Hat beeause the member
for Subiaco ]1. taken the trouble to intro-
duce a Bill P4 .1ch it passed, would be help-
ful to huw’.nity, she would be prepared to
aceept it/ " an alteved form—even though it

might . altered heyond all recognition—
vather/han allow the Bill to lapse. But

the »"ember for Subinco is not made of that
Lur’ of stuff. She is quite willing to assist
in” the burial of a Bill whicl is no longer of
srvice to humamt\, although it would go to
/ts burial in her name. She looks towards
/ the day when a full knowledge of women

f and a spml of tolerance will he the deciding

faetors in matters of this kind, and not in-
dividual ambitions, individual bias or party
mantpulations. To think that the member
for Fremantle is other than kindiy disposed
towards women and towards the member for
Subiace would be cntively unjust. Conse-
quently the surgical operation which took
plaee on the Bill caused surprise and won-
derment to the member for Subiaco. Those
emotions, however, gave place to a ecalm re-
view; and it was not until the member for
Sublaco delved into the pages of polifical
history that she diseovered the reason for

this unseemly treatment of a  per-
feetlv mormal Bill, the aim of which
was fo allow women fo sit on juries
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on an equal footing with men. The
reason for the hon. member's extra-
ordinary treatment of the Bill is that he
has an obsession about women sitting on
juries. He imagines it is his prerogative
to allow women to do so but only on his
terms. His obsession has lain dormant
for 14 years; and very often when an ob-
session lies dormant, it gathers strength. In
1924 the Labour Government introdneced a
Bill containing previsions similar to those
of the Bill introduced by me, and the mem-
her for Fremantle amended and mutilated
that Bill as he has done this Bill.

Mr. Fox: He is consistent, anyhow,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, the dif-
ferenee is that in 1924 he did nof diseri-
minate against all women. He magnanim-
ously allowed women equal privileges with
me,. According to ‘“Hansard” of 1924,
sage 586, he said—

I shall move during the Committee stage
that women he placed on an cqual footing
with men.

On page 35 he is reported to have said—

I am going to do my best to see that, in

respect of the jury list, women are placed on
a level footing with men.
What does he say in 19387 Ilis obsession
has progressed a step further. He no
longer wants equality between men and
women; he seeks to put women on juries
at any price whatsoever. In 1938 he de-
mands that all women shall be on the list
and all not wighing to serve shall apply for
exemption. Women who find it absolutely
impossible to serve will be forced to write
and scek exemption. Fonrteen years ago
the Labour Government proposed that wo-
men should have the right to sit on juries
on an equality with men but without eom-
pulsion, without asking for exemption, as
the amendment proposes, as a democratie
principle. The then Minister for Justice,
who is now Premier of the State, said—

I Qo not intend to force anvene to under-
take specific functions they do not care for.
The principle is democratic. Women, if they

desire, should have the right to sit om a jury
without compulsion.

The very amendment put forward by the
member for Fremantle was opposed by the
present Premier and other Ministers in
1924, Now the wmember for Fremantle no
longer helongs to the democratic class, of
which the Premier spoke, but belongs to
the dietator elass. TFirst of all, he has
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taken away the right of equality. He has
compelled all women, young and old, rich
and poor, to sit upon juries.

Members interjected.

Mrs. CARDELL-QOLIVER: If I am to
_ continue, I must draw comparisons Dbe-
tween the Bill as it stands and what it
would be if the mmendment were agreel
ta, in order to show how weak the amend-
ment is, The Bill as amended provides
that the wife of a relief worker, whose
husband is probably hundreds of miles
away in ihe country, a woman with a
young family and with no means to pay
for assistance in the home, shall be forced
to serve on a jury, bui not so the man.
The wife of the sustenance man who re-
ceives 7s. a week, emaciated, ill and hav-
ing poor food, would be forced to serve
on a jury, but not so the man. Under the
measure the domestic helper must leave
her employment for one or more days to
serve on a jury. How is she to know that
she is responsible to serve on a jury? How
are other young girls to know? Not so
the man in the same position; he is not
£ovded un tv ihe jury. Tile shop girl, the
factory girl, women in olfices, typistes,
charwomen, have been antomatically forced
on to juries. Now the hon. member goes a
step further and says that if they want
exemption, they must write to somebody
in authority and ask for it. Not so the
man. If he has not £50 realty or £150 per-
sonalty, he goes free. Yet this hon. mem-
ber dares to talk about enuality! Bank-
ers, solicitors, military men, vrailway
servants, schoolmasters, justices of the
peace, ministers of religion, parliamen-
tarians, all go scot free; and the hoen.
member who gives us s0 many orations on
British justice dares to put this sort of
tosh before the Chamber. The hon. mem-
ber, in my opinion, would impose
upon women, under the guise of giv-
ing them a privilege, one of the most
unjust and wicked measures that has
ever come before this Parliament, a
measure that in my opinion outwits in
subtlety of eruelby cven our conception of
eruelty in the Oriental mind. TFirst of ali,
he has taken away the equal right of pro-
perty cualification; secondly, he has taken
away the right to apply to serve. He has
compelled all women to go on the jury list,
Now he intends to impose a further pen-
alty. T ask, is the hon. member sincere or
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is he blinded by prejudice, or is he ignorant
of what women want? If he is sincere, he
has had 14 years in which to bring down
an amendment to the Jury Aet.  If he is
sineere, why did he vote for the second read-
ing of the Bill? If he is sincere, why has
he sought to destroy the Bill hy these ini-
quitons and Judicerous amendments? 1 will
tell members why, I wish to he kind in my
remarks,

Members: Oh. oh!

The Minister for Mines: That would he
hard to prove.

My, Mavshall: God help him if you be-
eame ofherwise!

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: The hon.
member is obsessed with the idea that wo
woman shall it on a jury except on his
terms. Therefore he gives his support to the
second reading of the Bill.  Members all
know what an obsession Is; it is a terrible
thing, a ghostlike thing that eatches on to
one’s head. The hon. member supports the
second reading and then amends and amends
with Dracolarian e¢unning until the Bill
heeomes a monstrous Frankensiein, an ount-
Tage upun wuoluetl.

AMr. Needham interjeeied.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : The properiy
qualification was some protection to the
poorer scction of the women as it is to the
poorer section of the men. To show the sin-
cerity of the hon. member, he stated during
the second reading that the reason he would
do away with the money gualification for
womenrt was that women had no money. Do
members think he helieved that to be the
trath? He ecannot believe if; otherwise he
would not lhave been elected to Parliament.
Thousands of wamen in this State have £30
in realty or £150 in personalty. Suppose
we give him the benefit of the doubt and say
it is true that women have no moneyv. Would
not the honest method be to attack the cause
and not the effect? Why penalize them be-
cause they have no money, then deprive
them of the right of application?  That
right was a national safeguard. Tt meant
that ounly those women who were able and
physically fit to serve on juries would make
applieation, whereas the amendment would
compel those who might not want to serve
on juries, or were unable or unfit to do so, to
serve or be fined beeause they had neglected
s0 to serve or write and object. Members op-
posite have supported the amendment be-
cange they have not studied its consequences.
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On the surface it appears that it will give
women a loophole by which they may avoid
service on juries. In reality the hon. mem-
ber has said, “I have made all women jury
women, whether they wang to scrve or not.
That is my idea of democracy. Realising
that it may be physicallv impossible for
some women to serve, or after talking it
over with my confreres my conseience began
to priek me, I have decrced that all such
women wlho do not want to serve shall write
and say %0. If they do not know the law
exists they will be fined.” To women gener-
ally he would say, ‘*Whether you or your
husband, or your son or your father pays
the fine to save you from your negligence or
your ill-health or your inability to serve, the
fine wiil be imposed. This is the punish-
ment you and those eonnected with you will
pay beecanse of wvour sex. The women of
Western Australia have dared to ask for the
opportunity to serve on juries; I will give it
to them but not in the way they think.”
There are 110,000 women in this State elig-
ible to serve on juries under the Bill as it
now stands. The hon. member in effeet says,
“T will place them all on juries, but if only
100 of them wish to serve upon a jury, the
other 109,900 women must write letfers,
without any provision heing made for
stamps, paper, envelopes or education”
He has not thought of the hundreds
of women who are foreigners, naturalised in
this country, who can speak but little Eng-
lish but who would be forced to serve. In
1924 the hon. member =aid that women
should not be called npou to send a written
requisition to a resident or police magistrate
to be placed on the jury list. Now he would
have them write in a requisition to say they
should not be placed an such a list. OF all
the mad, illogical amendments that have ever
come hefore Parliament, this is the worsi.
The amendment will cost the State a con-
siderable sum of money. I did not know
that a private member could bring down an
amendment that eould he regarded as a
money measure. The amendment witl cost
the State thousands of pounds. TIf the
Chairman allows this to go through, he will
be taking a considerable risk. Before T
brought down the Bill I asked the framer
whether, as a private member, I could intro-
duce something that might involve the ex-
penditure of a certain sum of money. As
1.0 one said anything about it, T let the mat-
ter go. In Sections 9, 10 and 11 of the Jury
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Act certain costs ave provided, and members
will be able to ealenlate what the amendment
will mean to the State. The amendment is
unfair beeause it will place an unjust burden
upon women. TFourteen years ago that wuas
recognised by the Premier, the Minister for
Lands, the Minister for Works, and other -
members who voted against the proposal, It
is the antithesis of the infention of the
mover of the Bill. It should net be possible
for any member so to distort and re-cast a
measure as to make it unrecognisable from
its original state. If the hon. member had
heen sineere in bis desire to place women on
juries, he would have brought down a
separate Bill and allowed this to go through.
He knew full well that the Bill would have
passed another place, and he knows that
with his amendment in it the Bill will not
pass. The amendment will mean expendi-
ture to the State, is undemoceratie and unfair,
and is sex legislation in ifs most spitefnl
form.

Mr. MABRSHALL: 1f the Bill is as spite-
ful as is the hon. member who has just sat
down, it mnst be spiteful indeed.  She says
the amendment is undemoeratic. I thera
anything else “un® ahout it?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Yes, it is ungencrouns
and nowise,

Mr. MARSHALL: When the galleries
were filled with women the hon. membey had
very little to say about this.

Mr, Bleeman: Neot a word!

Mr. MARSHALL: She wus not so brave
when the women were about. I would point
out te her that, when a measure is intro-
duced, no individaal member ean do  any-
thing ahont it hut express his opinion, and
subsequently move amendiments,  Until the
House or the Commniittee haz given its deci-
ston, nothing can be done. Yot that be
known to the hon. member.

Mrs, Cardell-Qliver: That is not news fo
me. )

Mr. MARSHALL: Where lies the diffor-
ence between the amendment and the Bill as
it stands? The member fnr Fremantle, T,
and other members have on every possible
occasion denonnced wealth as giving its
possessors the right to anyv particular con-
cessions or privileges.  The member for
Subiaco has heard me say that in this Cham-
ber,

Mr. Sleeman: She has never said so.

Mr., MARSHALL: Xo,
wealth.

she cherishes
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The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.
wember must =peak to the motion,

Mr. MARSHALL: So the Deputy Chair-
man has just awakened.

The CHATRMAN: Ovder! The hon.
member nrust not reflect on the Chair.

My, MARSHALL: The memhber for
" Subiaco talked wide of the mark. Realising
that women have handicaps, the hon. mem-
ber by his amendment provides that any
woinan who finds herself ineapable of serv-
ing on a jury shall apply for exemption.
What does the Bill propose? It proposes
to debar everyone,

The CHATRMAN Order! The Commitiee
is disenssing a proposal to add a proviso.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am eomparing the
amendment with the Bill, and think such a
comparison is relevant to the subjeet matter
before the Chair. The member for Subi-
aco complains of the deletion of certain
words and the insertion of others. She com-
plains because we did not give to narrow-
minded, inguigifive, wealthy individuals
aloue, the right to sit on juries. It is equa-
lity of sexes to say to men and women, “You
shall all sit on juries.” Why in this matter
should there he conseription for males and
merely voluntary zervice for women? Work-
ing-elass women showld sit on juries, but
who are the women that would apply for the
right to sit?

Mr. Sleeman: The ones carrying poodles.

Mr. MARSHALL: Those whe are inter-
ested in other people’s misfortunes. Could
those women guarantee that they would be
able to sit on juries? How do they know
what might happen fo them? We contend
that women should have the right to sit on
juries in the same way as men.

Hon. C. G. Latham: DBut you go further
than that,

Mr. MARSHALL: Even under the Bill
ladies will have to sit on juries uniess they
apply for exemption, and—I am sorry to
add—oevery person will require the property
qualification. Women are put on the same
footing as mon," and then the member for
Subiaco ohjects to our taking her al her
word.

Mre, Cardel-Oliver: In your way.

Mr. MARSHALL: Is the hon. member to
wet all her way in this Chamber? Is she
alone to prevail here? She is most abusive
beeanse we give offeci fo what women have
always been fichting for, equality of sexes.
This champion of sex ecquality wanis men
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castigated beeaunse we do what she always
demands,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not true. I
ohjeet to that, Mr. Chairman.

AMr. MARSHALL: T withdraw. I will
withdraw anything objectionable to the hon.
member. T am not like the member for
Subiaco who speaks venomously and vindie-
fively. 1 make a 100 per cent, withdrawal,

The CHAIRMAN: Then no further ex-
coption can be taken.

Mr. MARSIHALL: What is wrong with
the amendment? Tt places both sexes on an
absolute equality. 1f a lady finds her do-
mestic obligationg too great, she can obtain
cxemption. But what right have we, or the
member for Subiaco, lo say, that only such
women as write expressing a desire to sit on
juries, shall sit on them? A little combina-
tion of sticky-beaks always prying into other
people’s affairs!

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That statement is 40
vears old.

Mr. MARSHALL: Just those few women
who are to be found in motor ears with
nondles ar poameranians on their knzeg! I
introdueing the Bill the hon. member said
that if there was any persen qualified to sit
on a jury it wag a mother who had reared
a family, had had experience of domestic
trials and tribulations, and thus had aequired
a broad outlook and worldly knowledge. To
how many of those who would write stating
their willingness to serve on juries do those
words apply? How wmany of them are
mothers? The medical profession knows
how many of them eould be mothers,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: There is no chance of
their being mothers with your amendment.

Mr. MARSHALL: There would be just a
chosen few of “my” class sitting on juries,
beeause they are the women who would write
expressing readiness to do so. But to place
all women on an equal footing in this re-
spect is  highly objectionable to the hon.
member. If ever I find an opportunity to
deal with the property qualifieation, T shall
ifeal with it in no uncertain language. The
possession of wealth gives no title te any
privilege, but means only that its possessors
have luck. 1 resent the attitude of the mem-
ber for Subiaco. I raise no objection to her
placing her views before the Chamber, hut T
take strong cxceplion to her getting annoyed
with others whose view of life is different.
I support the amendment, which will make
allowance for the position of women who,



1476

in certain civeumstances, will not be able
to serve on juries. We provide that, while
granting equality for the sexes, vecognition
shall be paid to disabilities under ivhich
women labour from time to time, and they
will be able te elaim exemption from ser-
vice on a jury. They will be able to notify
those concerned that they do nof desive
to serve on the jury. That eonsideration
is greater than is extended to males, who
must leave their work when ealled upon
to serve on juries.

Mprs. Cardell-Oliver: Not unless they have
£50,

Mr. MARSHALL: I have said what I
think about the property qualifieation,
whieh is absolutely wrong in principle. The
Juries Act was passed in 1892, in which
period it was considered that whiskers
went with wisdom.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: On that seore, there
is not much wisdom in this House.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member is
barren of intelligence, if she is to be judged
from the standpoint of whiskers. I respect
her opinions, but 1 take exception to hev
vilification and abuse when members dis-
sent from her views.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am pleased with my-
self after the few bouquets thrown at me
by the member for Subiaco, who asserted
that the Bill had experienced a surgieal
operation. If the Bill has had a surgical
operation, the women of Western Australia
will feel all the better for it, because we
propose to give. them what they desire.
The Bill, as introdueed by the member for
Subiaco, was one of the most class-con-
seious pieces of legislation T have ever
seen. She spoke about women who had
money. She thinks only of women who
have the property qualification, and pro-
poses to prevent other women from sitting
on juries. When mention was made of
domestic helpers, fagtory girls and shop
assistants, the member for Subiaco brushed
them aside as not worthy to sit on juries.

Hon. C. G. Latham: She did noi say
that.

My, SLEEMAN: The Leader of the
Opposition does not know what she said.
- Hon, C. (&, Latham: Yes, T do.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The more the Teader
of the Opposition keeps his nose out of
this, the better it will suit me. The mem-
ber for Subiaco asked me how I would like
ta be tried by a jury of shop girls. T would
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rather bhe f(ried by a jury of that type
than by one composed of women who drive
round in ¢ars with pekinese pups on their
laps. I would get greater justice from the
former jury. The hon. member would deny
that section of her sex the right to sit-on
juries. Hhe talked about the wives of
reliet workers and said we wished to pena-
lise them. We do not; we wish to give
them as mueh right—if they -so desire it—
to sit on a jury as the wife of a man re-
eciving £10,000 u year. The tronble is that
“everyone 1s out of step except Patsy,”’
and the membeyr for Subiaco does not know
the views of her own sex. Many women werc
in the gallery the other night, but she did
not siress her desire in this matter. She
sat dumb while allowing amendments to
go through that concerned women and their
right to sit on juries. Why did she not
speak of the views of women then?

Mys. Cavdell-Oliver: I have to-night.

Mr. SLEEAAN: The hon. member was
silent the other night when women were
present. s a matter of faet, she does
not know the viewpoint of women. She
does not even know the views of her own
organisation, of which I shall say some-
thing more in a few minutes. The hon.
member guoted what I said on a former
ccengion when dealing with the Juries Act
Amendment Bill in 1924, On that oeeasion
I said—

It is my intention to ask members to voto
againgt this clause and to assist me latesr on
in inserting the new elause appearing on the
notice paper. It is not neeessary for me to
take up the time of the Committee. My views
were expressed at n previous sitting. I am
strongly against wowmen serving on jurics as
proposed in the elause. My amendment pro-
poses that the property qualification shall be
abolished, and if we are successful in delet-
ing Clause 6 and inserting the amendment, the
provigion then will be that the property quali-
fication will go and practically every adult
male and female will be cligible for enrolment
on tho jury list.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Whose Bill was
that ? : )

Mr. SLEEMAXN: It was a Government
Bill.

Mrx. Cardell-Oliver: Yes, & Labour Gov-
ornment, and the Bill contained my provi-
sion,

Mr. SLEEMAN: We did then what the
member for Subiaco threatens she will do
if she shonld happen to sit on the Govern-
ment side of the House. When dealing wilh
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non-party questions, members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House talk and vote as

they think fit; not so the member for
Subiaco, who sticks to her party all
through.  She is so party-ridden that she

will not act eontrary to party requircments.

The Minister for Employment: If she is
not always with the party, she is always
against the Labour Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Most decidedly she is
against the working elass, hoth male and
female. As for inconsistency, I moved in
1924 as I move now. Purthermore, I moved
for the exemption of the property qualifi-
eation, The member for Subiace proposes
that women should write in and say, “Please,
Mr. Magistrate, may I sit on the jury?’ Was
anything more undignified ever heard of in
this House? Faney expecting women to do
that! T have never heard anything so pre-
posterous before. Tet us consider the
women's viewpoint, Here is the opirion of
Miss C. Shelley of the W.A. Organisation of
Labour Women—

Women should not be asked to solicit aceess
to the fury box.

Then we have the viewpoint of Mrs. Edith
Cowan, who was at one time a member of
this Chamber—

Mr., Sleeman’s amendment meets the ease.
This entitles women to he placed on the same
plans as men so far as juries are concerned—

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I am quite well awave
of that, and I——

Mr. SLEEMAN: Will the member for
Subiaco listen? TWhen any points are made
against her, she squeals and squirms and
ohjeets. Mrs. Cowan said—

This entitles women to be placed on the
same plane as men so far as juries are con:
cerned with the proviso that ‘‘any female
may, by notice in writing, addressed to the
resident or police magistrate in the district
in which she resides, indieate that she does
not desire to serve as a jurer. That upon re-
ceipt of such notice, the magistrate shall ex-
cuse such woman from any service whatsoever
as a juror.’’

That =zets out a provision almost identieal
with my amendment now before the Com-
mittee, Mrs. Cowan had quite as much
ability as the member for Subiaco, and
probably had a better appreciation of the
viewpoint of her sex, beeause she resided in
Western Australia for a much longer period.
Next we have the opinion of the Women's
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Bervice Guild, the State President of which
said-—

She thought that women should be eligible
to sit on juries in exaetly the same way aa
men, but they should have the right to regis-
ter their objection to sit, and should then he
relieved of the duty.

Mrs. Cavdell-Oliver:
that the other day.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is what the
Women's Serviee Guild said before, and 1
have not been notified of any change in their
viewpoint. They must have known what I
promised to do when I spoke on the Bill,
and I should have thought that the guwild
would have dropped a line to the member
for Fremantle or the member for Murchison
ndvising any change in their opinion. At
any rate, I have quoted the published views
of the Women's Serviee Guild, which leads
us to believe that the organisation is hbe-
hind us. I shall not stop there. I under-
stand the member for Subiaco is a member
of the National Counneil of Women. The
following is a report of what the then presi.
dent of that council had to say on this mat-
ter:—

They did not say

Mrs. Trouchet, President of the Nationai
Council of Wemen, said she certainly thought
that women should be eligible for admission
to juries, provision being made for the excuos-
ing of those who for reasons of principle,
domesticity, cte, decline to net. She felt
sure, however, that if women were ealled
upon to register their names for inclusion on
a jury list, there would bc many competent
women who wonld not submit themsclves to
selection,

1 agree with those remarks. I also agree
with what the member for Murchison has
siid. If it were left to women to write re-
questing that their names he registered for
inclusion in a jury list, the women who
would apply would be those having free
time, who ride in motor cars and have
Pekinese puppics. A hard-working woman
would not dream of making application and
thus the services of some very competent
women would be lost. We did right in delet-
ing the property gualification; and the least
we can do is te give women the right to de-
eline to sit on a jury. I hope the member
for Subiaco will realise that she is not the
only champion of women’s rights in this
State. Probably she thouglht she was bring-
ing forward something new and thus was
springing a’surprize on the people of West-
ern Australia: but this matter has been be-
forve the Honze on other occasions. We are
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doing just as much for the women of the
State as is the member for Subiaco. If the
measure 15 to be made workable, the amend-
ment must be passed. Threats have been
made that the other House will be lobbied,
with the result that the Bill will be thrown
out. That may be so, but it will not be my
fanlt.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am sorry the
diseussion has become so heated. The mem-
ber for Fremantle adopted an unusual atti-
tude when dealing with interjections.

Mr. Sleeman: 1 did not interjeet during
the dchate.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: That may be so.
Many interjections are made in this Cham-
ber, but members do not wet annoyed ahout
them as the hon. member did, He pointed
out to the Committee, quite rvightly, that
under the old Bill it was proposed to treat
men and women alike. That was the inten-
tion of the member for Subiaco when she
introduced her Bill, hut she provided that
women conld make applieation. Despite the
fact that the member for Marehison has said
that the property qualification will apply to
women, 1 have my doubts. The point is a
dehatable one,

Me. Sleeman: The Crown
ment says that it will not.

Hon. C. G. LATFHAN:
lawyers will say the opposite,
one for legal interpretation,

Mr. -Sleeman: It may lead to litigation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yecs, beeause per-
sons may be summoned to attend a jury and,
on refusing to de so, be fined. T do not Know
how the amendment preposed by the mem-
her for Fremantle will work. True, the
member for Subiace said that women be-
tween eertain speeified ages must apply to
have their names registered. Some women
employ domestics, others do their own
domestic work, and they will have to apply
to the magistrate. Very few workers' wives
could afford to be away from home on A
jurv case,

Mr. Sleeman: They de not desive to be
away.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Many would not
desire to serve on a jury. The proposifion
put forward by the member for Subiaco i<
sensible: any woman who desired to act on
a jury should De permitted to apply. I do
not objeet to the removal of the property
qualifieation, so that other women, who may
be working in factorvies or shops, or be en-
gaged in domestie work, may apply. Their

law Ddepart-

No doubt sowme
The point i3
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soclal standing might he better than that of
these who do employ labour; I weould make
ro diserimination at all. The member for
Fremantle went too far with his amend-
ments, but as the Committee has agreed to
them I shali not raise that point. The
present proposal means that the Minister for
Justice will have to employ a large staff to
ehro| the names,

The Minister for Justice: I understand
from the member for Fremantle that very
few applieations will he made,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the Bill passes,
few women will wish to serve on juries, [
desire to ask the member for Fremantle to
delete the word “female” in the first line
and insert in lien thereof the word “woman.”
T do not like the word “female.”

Mr. Sleeman: T have no objection.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move—

That the amendment be amended by strik-
ing out the word ‘‘female’’ in line 1 and in.
serting the word “‘woman’’ in lieu,

Amendment on  amendment
passed.

MISS HOLMAN: T have no desire to enst
it silent vote on the amendment. T am in
agreement with the member for Fremantle
T was surprised to hear the member for
Subinco chastise the member for Fremantlo
for having kept silent for 14 years,
espectally after the speetacle we had the
other night of amendments goine through
without one word from the member for
Subiaco. 1 thought she was in favour of
the amendments, becausec she did not even
raise her voice to say “No” when the vote
was called, although she did vote with the
Noes in the division, It was not quite fair
for her to ehastise the member for Fremantle
when no opposition whatever was raised the
other night. The amendment is quite a goad
one. I believe in cquality of the sexes and
that women should have the same citizenship
rights as men. As a matter of faet, the
Tabour Party platform includes full citizen-
ship rights for women. Men should not
require property qualifiention in  order
to he able to vote at Legislative Couneil elec-
tions or to be entitled to serve on juries.
The amendment constitutes n step forward.
Women are to he given the right to sit on
juries iff they so desive, but those that do not
wish to seek that publicity have the right
to refuse to serve. I cexpect that the
Minister for Justice will have notices printed
and all that will be required will be that
women who objeet to sit on juries will

put and
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merely have fo sign fheir names to such
notices. The member for Subiaco men-
tioned that some women might not he
qualified to sil on juries on aceount of their
lack of education or their nationality. I
resent the slur implied in the remarks of the
hon, member.  She suggested that a person
with £30 in eash or in property might for
that very reason have sufficient education
and ability to sit on juries. The possession
of moncy does not imply a good cducation or
ability, and many a woman who has not a
penny to bless herself with might have more
education and more ability to sit on a jury
than a woman with £50 in the bank or £50
worth of property. There is no more in-
convenienee involved in a woman’s signing
her name fo a form stating lhat she does
not wish to sit on n jory than there is in her
casting a eompulsory vote at a Federal or
State election. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said that there was no diserimination in
the original Bill of the member for Subiaco,
but there wnas diserimination. A weman
was not entitled to sit on a jury unless she
had £50 in money or £50 worth of property.

Hen, C. G, Latham:
to-day,

Miss HOLMAN : Tt should not. That dis-
abilily has been removed from women.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Bnt therc is dis-
crimination now.

Miss HOLMAN : There will not be so far
as women are concerned, and that is pro-
gross. The hon, member's diserimination
want further. She snggested that even with
the property qualification, a woman was not
o serve on a jury unless she wrote and srid,
“Please let me sit on the jury,” The mem-
her for Subiaco said that thousands of
women with the property qualification had
asked for this privilege, but what of those
with no property? XNo member has
any vight to come to this House and state
that lack of money or possessions means lack
of education and ability and I am surprised
ab the member’s pretending to speak on be-
nalf of equality of the sexes. She is
doing nothing of the kind. She is pleading
for equality of the sexes if they have equality
of money and property.

Mr. Cross: She got those ideas from a
Tuarkish harem.

Miss HOLMAX: Any woman is fit to
serve on a jury if she so desires.

Mr. Marshall: Working men are eligible.

Miss HOLMAN: It was ridiculous for the
hon, member to say that most women have
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monoy. The working man has his wages,
but the working woman or mother sel-
dom has money in the bank or pro-
rerty. The member for Snbiaco spoke ahoui
peop.e being tried by a jury of working
girls. T would as soon be tried by such a jury
as by any other bedy of men or women, The
hon. member also said that the member for
Fremantle had been unfair and ungenerous
and that he absolutely destroyed the inten-
tion of the mover of the Bill. What counts
is not the intention of the mover of a Bill,
but the intention of the members of this
House. 1 deplore the faet that diserimina-
tion has boen shewn against working women
audd those that have not wealth and property
and [ support the amendment.

Mo, X, REENAN: I join with the
Leader ot the Opposition in deploring the
fact that a great deal of unnecessary heat
has heen introduced inilo this dehate,

Mr. Hegney: Tt is a very cold night any-
way.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If any person might
he exensed for showing some heat, surely it
is the member for Subineo and not those who
nf'un all e nol neul::, A0 Cungerned apont
this measure as she is.

Miss Ifolman: We are all concerned,

Hon. N. KEENAN : Not to the same de-
gree as fhe member for Subiaco who brought
forward the matter, which has heen very
close to her heart. She found the measure
treated in & mauner that she resented. The
only amendment before us is the amendment
hy the member for Fremantle dealing with
the right to be given to women to obtain
exemption from serving on juries. There is
no question hefore the House of any quali-
fication and I cannot understand bow you,
Mr. Chairman, having a very intimate know-
ledge of the Standing Orders, allowed the
debate to wander so far from the proper
Timits.

My, Marshall: That is a refleetion on the
Chair, and T ask for a withdrawal.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am merely express-
ing surprise.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
proceed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The only coneern of
any person not involved in this extra-
ardinarily heated controversy is as to the
hest method of giving effect to the desire to
afford women the right to sit on juries. In
the first place it was proposed by the mem-
her for Subiaco that women shonld apply
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for permission fo sit on juries. The other
proposal is that women should be regarded
as available to serve on juries unless they
object. In the end, if the women take action,
the result will be the same. The point is,
which 1s the more convenient method? That
can best he answered by indieating what has
been dowe in other parls of Australia wherve
similar legislation has heen passed. In every
other part of Australia the same method is
in. operation as is suggested in the Bill. In
Queensland and New South Wales—I am
not sure about Vietoria—women who devire
to sit on juries apply.

The Minister for Mines:
them.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is a reason why
the procedure should be in that form be-
cause it would mean economy of work.
Therefore I find myself in sympathy with
the proposal of the member for Subiaco; it
is the more convenient. There is no question
of insulting the dignity of womankind, or
doing anything snch as some members have
suggested. It is simply a question of con-
venience and eost. If a large number of
women wrote to ask for exemption, soma-
onre would have to be appointed to deal with
the applieations, and that would enfail cost,
but if a small number, as I believe would be
the case, applied for the right to serve, the
cost wonld he minimised.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is not worth briuging
in legislation if the number is so small.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not agree. lct
us give them the right, and if they do not
choose to cxereise it, any grievance will be
entirely removed. I hope that the memher
for Fremantle, whom T aequit of doing any-
thing hostile to the interests of the female
sex—if I may adopt his language—will sec
his way to allow this portion of the measure
to pass,

Mr. SLEEMAN : I understand the mom.
ber for Nedlands suggests that the amena-
ment be not passed. Does he realise that,
in that event, all women would be compelled
to serve? T am sure the hon. member doces
not desire that. 1 think he wishes to do the
fair thing by women, and give them the
right to decline to serve.

Mr. Marshall: How would he like his
cook to be locked up on a jury for a weck?

Amendment, as amended, put and passed:
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4, Title—agreed to.

Ril! reported with amendments.

Very few of
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BILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SOL-
DIERS’ IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A. BRANCH IN-
CORPORATED (ANZAC CLUB
CONTROL).

Second Reading.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [8.46] in
moving the sccond reading said: This Bill
is designed to wive certain power to  the
Western Australian branch of the Returned
Sailors and  Soldiers’ Tmperial  League.
Members are aware that the head office of
the league in Western Anstralia is Anzac
MMouse, St. George’s-terrace. I wish to men-
tion the objects of the leagne, and to connect
them with myv remaiks on the Bill. One of
the ohjects laid down in the constitution of
the league is—

To provide for the sick and wounded and
needy among those who have served, and their
dependantis, including pensions, mddidgal at-
tention, homes and suitable employment.
Soon after the huilding was evected, an
application was made to the Licensing Court
and 2 lieense was granted for a elub. The
leagne provided the elub-room furniture,
aud found all the neeessary money for the
elah, which is licensed and conforms to all
the requirements of the Act.

My, AMarshall: Has the license always been
at Anzac Honse!

Hon, G, G. TATHAM: Yes.

Mr. AMarshall: But the league had the
ligemse before moving into the new building?

Hon, C. . TATHAM: No; this is the
only lieense the league has held. The pur-
poses for which the club was established
are—

To afford persons who saw active servies
in the great war 1914-18, and past Empire
warg the means of social intercourse and
mutual helpfulness and reereatiow.

Rule No. 7 slipulates—

No persen shall e eligible for election ns
an ordinary member of the club unless he
shall, have resided in the State for at least
three months, and shall be eligible to become
a member of the Retwrned Sailors and Sol-
diers” Imperinl League of Australia,

Thus, the only persous who may becone
memhbers of the club are those qualified to
be members of the league.

The Minister for Justice: But such a yer-
son may not be a member of the league.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. The
Bill proposes to allow every person who be-
conmes a member of the Ieague to become x
member of the elub without having to pay
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Seelion 184,
The

the subscription provided in
paragreph (e), of the Licensing Act.
section reads—

ln order that any club may be eligible to
Le or to continue regisiered, the rules of the
club shall provide—(c) that there shall be
a defined subscription of not less than £1 per
amnum payable by members quarterly, half.
yearly, or annually in advance.

The first prineiple contained in the Bill is
one requesting anthority for everv member
of the league to he a member of the elub.
The present position is that if a person de-
sires to become a member of the elub, he
mnst be qualified for membership of the
Returned Soldiers’ league, and according to
the Licensing Aet, pay £1 a year.

The second principle of the Bill is that
the whole of the assets of the club will
be vested in the league. In the first place,
all the funds requisite for the establish-
ment of the elub were found by the league,
and I am not asking more than that ergan-
isation is entitled to when I suggest that
the whole of the funds should be vested
in it.

The Minister foy Justice: There is also
the monev the club itself has fannd

Hon. C, G. LATHAM : If money has also
been found by the club it has, in effect,
been found by members of the league, or
those qualified to be members. This could
hardly make muech difference to the pro-
pasal, The Bill also provides that any
protits made by the club shall be vested
in the ordinary funds of the league. The
Lieenzing Act, No. 32 of 1911, sets out
that—

The club must be cstablished for the pur-
posec of providing accommodation for the
members thereof and their guests, vpon pre-
mises of which such association, company or
body are the bona fide occupiers, and not for
the purpose of making profit divisible amongst
the members or any of them, or in support
of any object other than the accommodation
of the members, or the members and their
guests.

The accommeodation must be provided and
maintained from the joint funds of the club,
and no person shall he entitled under its rules
or articles to derive any benefit or advantage
from the club which is not shared equally by
every member thereof.

T am quoting from Section 183 of the Aet.
Mzr. Marshall: What does ‘‘accommoda-
tion’’ mean there? This is not a residen-

tial elub.
Hon. €. G, LATHAM: No. The accom-

modation, in thi= ense, means refreshments
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and other requirements of a eclub, The
Bill proposes that the profits shall go into
the ordinary funds of the league. One
of the objeats of the league is to help
financially those who stand in need of as-
sistance, a very worthy objeet. If a club
makes a profit it is uswally disbursed by
means of an annual dinner, eocktail par-
ties, and the like. Members will agree
that it would be much better that the pro-
fits of the Anzae Club should be paid
into the funds of the league and used for
the purpose for which sueh funds are gen-
erally used. Some few years ago a Bill
was introdneed and passed by both Houses
fo provide for aged sailors and soldiers,
who will be able to benefi¢ from the fund
in question in the year 1940, Fvery
vear the Returned Soldiers’ League adds
to that fund in the hope that some
day a substantial sme will  be  avail-
able to enable it to derive an income from
whieh Lo assist necessitons cases amongst
aged sailors and soldiers. So that mem-
hers may understand that ample safe-
guards exist, T would state that three trus-
tees have been appointed, namelv, the Min-
ister for Mines, the President of the
League, and

The Minister for Mines: Colonel Denton.

Hon. (. G, LATHAM: Yes, Colonel Den-
ton.

Mr. Marshall: You do not nced to ela-
borate that point?

on. C, ¢i. LATHAM: The league in this
State has always stood for good govern-
ment. I do not mean pood government in
the sense that we understand it in this
House, but good government of its aeti-
vities. This matter ean safely be left to
the league. We ean be sure that the con-

duct of the club will be of the highest or-

der, and that it will be managed for the
benefit of its members. The Bill will
mean thai every person who pays 10s. to
the league, thus becoming a member of that
body, will automatically become a member
of the club. For a long time complaints
have been made that althongh Anzac House
was built for the benefit of returned sailors
and soldiers, many of them were not per-
mitted to use the elub premises in that
they could not afford to pay the £1 a year
that would enable them to join the eclub.
Tt is a departure from existing practice fo
azk for such a privilere for any section
of the community, bhut T wounld point out
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that in other States of Australia, as well
as in Western Australia, some preference
has always been given to returned soldier
organisations. The Prince of Wales Hotel
in Adelaide was presented to the South
Australian league, and an Act was passed
enghling it to run a club on the payment
of 12s. per annum per member, Provision
was made in the Aet that, in the
event of the club ceasing to exist,
the Prinee of Wales Hotel would
have its license renewed without any
further application being required. We
are not asking for that privilege here.
The Bill is plainly drafted and eontains
nothing ambiguous. 1t sets out elearly what
is proposed. I nssure the House that the
club will at all times be conducted according
to the Licensing Act. The measure does not
deprive the Licensing Court of any eontrol
over the club, cexeept that the £1 per annum
required for ordinary club members will he
dispensed with, and the funds of the elub,
instead of being used for the benefit of club
members, will he used for the benefit of the
whole of the league members. The Bill
vests in the leaguc the whole of the assets
of {he club, the money for which was origi-
nally found by it, and scts out what shall be-
come of the proceeds should the club ceasc
to exist. It provides further that the club
premises eannot be vemoved from the pre-
mises of the league except by the authority
of a resolution ecarried by a three-fifths
majority of delegates to an annual or special
congress of the league. Rules 35 of the
“Rules, by-laws and standing ovders of the
Western Australian Braneh of the Returned
Bailors and Soldiers’ Imperial Leagne of
Australia,” states—

The W.A. Branch shail not be diverted from
its original purpose, nor dissolve, unless nine-
teuths of the sub-lranches so resolve at a spe-
cial congress econvened for that purpose.
Should any special congress so resolve, it shall,
if there remaing any surplus after the satis
faction of all debts and liabilities, further
resolve that sueh surplus shall not be paid to
or distributed amongat members of the W.A,
Branch, but shall be given or transferred to—

(n) Some other institution or institutions

having similar aims and objeets ag
the W.A. Branch; or

(b} Some one or more charitable objects.

Should such special congress fail to agree
on the distribution ag aforesaid of any sur-
plus, then the Chief Justice of Western Aus.
tralia shall be deemed to have acquired full
and authoritative power to make such dis-
tribution in aecordance with paragraphs (a)
or {b) hercin set out.
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1f at any time there should be an accumuln-
tion of funds, and the league went out of
existence, any funds then available must bo
set aside for a charitable purpose having
ideals similar to those for which the league
exists, Failing that, the Chief Justice of
the Siate shall dispose of the money as he
thinks fit, having regard to the rules of the
league. Members can, therefore, be satisfied
that the funds will be used for charitalble
purposes. I do not desire to stress the
great advantage the league has been fo
returned  sailors and soldiers in Western
Australia. Members know all zhout ihat
already. Not only has the league found em-
ployment, but has found food nnd elothing
for a great many people. It has eared for
the sick and provided for the education of
fatherless children, and has done everything
that any charitable organisation could be ex-
pected to do. I ask that those who desire
to use the elub premises may be given the
opportunity to do so on lines similar to those
found in the Eastern States. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Justice, de-
bate adjourned,

MOTION—LIGHT AND POISON-
INFESTED LANDS.

Royal Commission’s Recommendations,

Debate resumed from the 12th Qetober on
the following motion by Ar. Nulsen
(Kanowna) :—

That in the opinion of this House, the re-
commendations of the honorary Royal Com-
mission on light and poison-infested lands
should receive the earnest consideration of the
Government.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore}
[9.1]: The member for Kanowna (Mr.
Nulsen) is deserving of commendation for
having hrought this subject forward. It
would he a thousand pities if after all the
labour devoted by the Royal Commission to
the preparation of its report, the recommen-
dations contained in it were simply to go by
the board. Much energy has been expended
on the investigation, a vast amount of cvi-
dence has been gathered, and a great deal of
thought is embodied in the report. More-
over, extreme care has heen used in fram-
ing the rccommendations. You will under-
stand, Mr. Speaker, the diffeulty confront-
ing the Commission in recommending any
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big ferward movement towards the develop-
ment of any of our agricultural lands at this
stage, when commodity prices in the mar-
kets of the world are at so low a level. Had
prices of commodities such as wheat and
wool and other primary products been ai
payable levels, or even at levels 50 per cent.
higher than those prices are to-day, it would
have been n simple matter for the Commis-
sion to wax enthusiastic over the further de-
velopment of the light and poison lands of
Western Anstralin. However, we were faced
with the position that no matter how West-
crn Australia’s production was increased, on
present prices the cost of the products was
likely to be as great as, if not greater than,
the value placed upon them in the markets
of the world. Therefore, if the report seems
te members somewhat conservative in some
respects, T ask them to bear in mind that
fact.

The Commission travelled extensively over
the rural areas of Western Australia, in-
speeting many thousands of acres of light
and poison lands which, as you, Mr. Speaker,
know, are interspersed with heavy forest
WU cuuﬁucd
our investigations as neavly as practicable to
areas situated within reasonable distance,
about 25 miles say, of existing railway faci-
lities. Thronghout the areas having railway
facilities available may also he found many
other facilities provided as the reesnlt of
govornmental activity over the years. Water
supplics, voads, police protection, postal
services, schools and so forth have been
established in nearly the whole of the coun-
iry I refer to; and it is a great pity that all
that eountry cannot be utilised for the pro-
duction of wealth for the benefit of the
State. Any recommendations made to bring
into produaction the idle country already
possessing those facilities are, as the mem-
her for Kanowna has urged, worthy of earn-
est consideration by the Government.

RPN DUSY R [ N
LULILLY  CHLLUMBIIOUL L Jrile.

Amongst the Royal Commission’s recom-
mendations are several of a far-reaching
nature, but others have been in existence for
some time past. One is that in order to faci-
litate settlement, distriet land boards should
be established in various Gentres thronghout
the State; and the powers proposed to he
given to those hoards are enumerated. From
time to time various Governments have ap-
pointed hoards to deal with applications for
land; but in order fo put the matter on a
more satisfactory and more stable basis the
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Commission recommends that there should
be eccrtain light land districts and that in
those distriets light Jand boards should be
established, consisting of an officer of the
Lands Department, a member of the Publiz
Service having a knowledge of the partieu-
lar distriet in which the land proposed to
be thrown open may be situated, and a local
resident possessed of ample loecal knowledge.
That is amongst the most important recom-
mendations as to the powers to he given o
the hoards. There is a dozen of those
recommendations set forth in the re-
port, and I need not detail them at this
stage, However, I do suggest that they
should receive scriouns constderation from the
Government, and from the Minister control-
ling the Lands Department on behalf of the
Government, My opinion is that if such
hourds are established and are vested with
the powers reconimended by the Royal Com-
mission, they will prove a means of facilitat-
ing the settlement of a great deal of the
State’s idle land to-day. T believe this will
e one means of giving a good deal of satis-
faction not only to settlers alrcady estab-
lished on our light and peloon lands and an-
deavouring to wrest a living therefrom, but
also to prospective settlers, and further, to
cstablished settlers who desire to extend their
holdings by the aequisition of more areas
of light land.

In my opinion the best prospeets for the
settlement of any of the light lands remain-
ing on the hands of the State to-day, are to
he found in the country sitwated along our
southern shores. In thaf country, extending
from Albany to Esperance, an excellent
rainfall is spread over a longer period than
is the c¢ase in any other part of the State.
Records kept over a number of years indi-
eate that the rain falls during 11 menths out
of the twelve—in itself sufficient to indieate
that any reasonable land in that area is cap-
able of producing good fodder crops. For
the production of fodder erops there can be
nathing hetter than a rainfall extending over
practieally the whole year. Along our
southern shores we have that wonderful rain-
fall provided by lbountiful Natore, and it is
the greatest of pities that we should not be
taking more advantage of that rainfall
than we are now doing. The sparse setile-
ment between Albany and Esperance is no
credit to Western Anstralia, Hundreds of
thousands of acres of unoecupied country
there are capable of profitable settlement,
given reasonable prices for commodities the
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land is capable of producing. I belicve that
arca is fitted by Nature to produce many
hundreds of thousands of lambs snitable for
export. The growth of subterrancan clover
and other pastures there is truly marvellous
and has to be seen to be apprecinted. In
view of the pasture growth, no reason cxists
why several hundred scttlers could not make
a profitable living in the production of fat
Jlamhs, given anything like present-day
prices. In faet, the prospects for fat lamb
raising are better than in connection with
any other form of rural production, and in
that part of the State there is the greatest
extent of suitable unocenpied Crown land.

The Commission’s regommendalion that a
road should be built from Esperance fo
Albany has been productive of zome criti-
cism.  That recommendation, which was
made as the basis of any forward move to
settle those arveas for the purposes T have
indicated, did not contemplate the eonstruc-
tion of a costly highway or main road, but
merely & pioneering 1road to meet require-
ments nntil such time as the fat lamb pro-
duction there attained proportions that
would warrant private enterprise, possibly
with the assistance of the Government, con-
strueting  freezing works at  Esperance.
Freezers are operating profitably at Albany
where the number of lambs treated is be-
tween 40,000 and 50,000 per annum, Not
many years would be required to bring fat
Iamb production in the Esperance distriet o
a much higher figure than that. 1f the Gov-
ernment were to provide finance to place 100
scttlers in that area, T believe it ceuld be
done at from £1,000 to £1,500 per settler,
The Government eould supply each settler
with 500 crossbred ewes to start with, and
they would quickly provide sullicient fat
lambs te warrant privete enterprise con-
strueting freezers at Esperance. When that
stage was reached, there wonld be no neces-
sity for the road through to Albany, but until
then some outlet must be provided for over-
landing the lambs. Railing them to Fre-
mantle seems to be out of the question, and,
in my opinion, it would lre moch more eco-
nomical ie travel the lambs hy road to
Albany, where the required freezing faci-
lities are available.

As to the poliey of 1he Tands Department
in pricing light lands, evidence furnished to
the Royal Commission made it abundantly
clear that no satisfactory or regulav hasis
exists in that respeect. Many anomalies were
brought uader notice. That land should, in
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some instances, be sold at below its value
and yet an adjacent area of similar couniry
should he prieced at a figure many times its
real value is distinetly unfair. Little or no
method seems to have been followed by the
Lands Department in arriving at land valua-
tions. The Commission expressed the he-
lief that most of the light lands in their
virgin state have little or no value. As a
matter of faet, the price chavged hy the
Crown for such land is not of vital import-
ance. I would not care whether the Govern-
ment gave away such land to prospective
settlers, but we know that is not the policy
of any Government when dealing with the
assets of the Crown. That is all right so
far as it goes, but members of the Com-
mission felt that some definite method should
he adopted by whieh the pricing of land
would be effected on n more reasonable basis
satisfactory to the Crown and szttler alike,
At any rate, the Commission came to the
concinsion that land of the type under dis-
cussion has little value in its virgin state.
Until such land is developed, fertilised and
worked along seientifie lines, it is of no value
to the State or to the settler. We felt that
such land ought to be made available to suit-
able settlers, under strict improvement con-
ditions, at a very nominal figure.

The question of survey fees occupied the
attention of the Commission. A most unfair
tmethod bas been adopted in assessing the
prices to be charged for survey fees. Mem-
bers will be surprised to know that the fees
cost as much for the survey of a block of
land where the scrub is one foot high as for
the survey of an arca in the heavy jarrah
forest country. That seems utterly absurd.
Had the heavily timbered country been made
to bear some of the cost of the survey of the
light land, there would noet be so much caunse
for eomplaint, but when we found that the
less produetive sandplain areas were saddled
with some of the cost of the survey of forest
country, no justifieation for the praetice was
apparent, and we felt that the procedure
should he altered,

Mz, Doney: There is no heavy work en-,
tailed in the light lands.

Mr. Boyle: But the eost of survey fees
was £57 a block.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The question of
soil erosion came prominently before the
Commission and while not charged with the
investigation of that problem, we regarded
it as of importance in view of the evidence
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tendered. In consequence, recommendations
were attached to the report for eonsideration
in connection with the further settlement ot
our light lands. In my opinion, the Road
Distriets Aet should be amended to give loeal
governing bodies authority to deal with areas
of light land selected in future where it
would seem that the country was likely to
drift. In many parts of the world enormous
sums are heing spent in attempts to overcome
this problem and at this early stage in West-
ern Australia we should not allow further
huge areas of light land to be cieared on the
face and thereby become a menace to settlers
and a cause of annoyanee and considerable
cxpense to road boards. In onme instance
the Roya! Commissioners were shown a road
the surface of which had been covered with
sand to & depth of 2 feet no fewer than
three times in the last three years. That
was due entirely to drift. In addition to
that, there was the cost entailed in the eree-
tion of fences on top of the drift. Another
problem closely associated with the settle-
ment of light lands—sa considerable area of
which is required by a settler to make a
living—is the cost of fencing. The Commis-
sion urges the Government to obhtain Fed-
eral assistance to supply prospective settlers
with cheaper rabhit netting and fencinyg
wire. I am aware the Minister for Lands
will say that he has made repeated efforts
to obtain such assistanee from the Federal
Government, and I eommend him for mak-
ing those efforts. The matter is of such vital
ifnportance to Western Australia, however,
that the efforts should be rencwed. I believe
so strong a case can be put up to the Fed-
eral Government that eventnally it will see
the wisdom of assisting the States in this
direction. If wire-netting manufacturers are
to be profected as the result of Federal pol-
icy, the authority which reaps the bencfit
should assist the States to secure cheaper
supplies of wire-netting and fencing wire.
Such action would facilitate to & very great
extent the settlement of the large areas of
light lands in this State awaiting develop-
ment. That development is being held up at
present heeause of the excessive eost of fene-
ing. Cheap land, with adequate water snp-
plies, is available; bui the greatest item of
cost to bring it into production is fencing.
All Governments concerned ought to pull
together and endcavour to secure a cheaper
supply of fencing wire.
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Another r¢commendation of the Commis-
sion is that pasture experimental plots
should he established. The Commission is of
opinion that light and peison lands are suit-
able mainly for the production of stoeck by
the growth of pastures; and not for the
production of cereals, for the growth of
which there is very little inducement at pre-
sent. The Commission feels that extensive
experimental plots in every light-land dis-
triet of the State should be established under
the direstion of the Department of Agricul-
fure. In iy opinion this is of vital import-
anee. The Department of Apgvienlture em-
ploys expert officers, who eould give advice
and assistance to experimenters in the var-
ious districts. Several farmers in every dis-
trict would be willing to undertalke this work
under the guidance of those expert officers
and every encouragement shounld he given
them to do s0. The small expense that would
be incurred by the Government in supervi-
sion and advice, and perhaps in the provi-
sion of some seed and super for the carry-
ing out of the experiments, would be amply
justified.

The Commission recumnnends ihai a con-
siderable arvea of country to the north of
Dandarragan, between the Midland Railway
and tlie coast, shouid be classified. This area
contains some of the best land in the State.
Unfortunately, it is situated some distance
from the railway iine; bui, because of its
productivity, it i%, in my opinion, worth de-
veloping. It is not sandplain; it is a bard
clay plain  which the few farmers who
oceupy it have clearly demonstrated is ex-
fromely productive.  Given facilities for
development, I helieve it will be selected and
developed in the not far distant future, so
T recommend the Minister for Lands to give
serions consideration to the recommendation
of the Commission that his officers should
undertake the classification of that area. All
that eountry—at least the portion of- it that
helongs to the State; some of it is owned by
the Midland Railway Co. hut most of it is
owned hy the State—will amply repay the
State for any expense incurred.

When the members of the Commission
were in the vieinity of Miling, in my elee-
torate, thev inspected an area of country
that the Leader of the Opposition, whe was
the Chairman of the Commission, described
as the roughest bit of farming he had ever
seen. I think he left the distriet feeling very
doubtful whether any erop would be har-
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vested. I do not think he wanted to be pessi-
mistie; but, reading between the lines, I
gathered the impression that he, and possibly
some other members of the Commission, felt
despondent about the way in which that land
was heing farmed. But the position is this:
About 18 months ago twe young men
selected 4,000 aeres north of Miling. The
land was virgin light eountry. Within 11
months of selecting it, those young men had
2,000 acres in crop. I agree the crop was
sown in a rough and ready way; but I have
Just reecived information from the owners

that an insurance agent, after inspeet-
ing it last week, insured it for 16

bushels to the acve.  Insurance companies
. are usually counservative in their estimate
of crop yields, so I believe the erop will
probably yield move than 16 bushels to
the acre; but until the harvester goes into
it, one cannot say. There are hundreds
of thousands of acres of similar land north
of the Toodyay-Miling railway terminus; and
if in years to rome we are justified in further
extending our wheat and lomb-raising
areas, the Toodyay-Miling railway line
should be extended a few miles further
north to tap this area.

As is pointed oni in the Commission’s
report, the Midland Railway Co. is the larg-
est land-holder in the State other than the
Government. Of the 24 million acres con-
ceded to that company, nearly three quarters
‘of a million acres remain available for
seleetion. The Commission desires to urge
upon the Government the necessity for im-
pressing upon the company the advisability
of making this land available for selection
on terms and conditions similar to those im-
posed by the Lands Department. At pre-
sent, the price chavged by the Midland
Railway Co. is about 100 per eent. higher
than that charged by the Crown. I have
never been able to understand why the
company cannot rvealise the faet that if
this land were sold, the company would
effect considerable saving in interest, land
tax, vermin rates and local government
rates. The land would be developed and so
would bring grist to the Midland Railway
Co.’s mill. If the Government could use
its persuasive cloquence to induee the eom-
pany to get this land settled in the way
T have suggested, a good service would be
renderced to the people of Western Aus-
trahia.
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The Premier: Why does not the com-
pany do that of its own free will?

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: 1 have just
wmentioned that I have never been able to
understand why it does not do so. The
compuny is still paying all the taxes on
the land that other landowners in Western
Australin have to pay. It is paying Fed.
eral land tax, the State vermin rates and
road hoard rates. The company would
benefit by disposing of the Jand. Produe-
tien would he increased and the railway
would profit by the additional hanlage of
produce from the farms and lhaonluge to
the distriet of the requirements of the in-
dividual settlers. The poliey of the com-
painy, however, hus been o obtain as mueh
as possible for the land irrespective of the
interests of the settlers.

Mr. Lambert: Was the total amount paid
in taxes and rafes revealed!

Hon, . . FERGUSON: Net (o the
Commission,
Mr. Lambert: The Commission ecould

have seeured that information.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: It would not
have helped the Commission very much,
Side by side with the question of produe-
tion, which the Commission investigated
very closely, is the problem of transport.
The Transport Board seems to be perform-
ing a very excellent service in some dis-
triets af present, ss was indieated in the
Press recently. Kast of the {ireat South-
ern where railway communieation was pro-
miged, which it was nnt possible to pro-
vide, the Transport Beard seems to he
putting the settlers on an excellent basis.
The most rvecent proposals of the Trans-
port Board will have the effeet of placing
sattlers east of the Great Sonthern, miles
away from a railway, in a better position
from the point of view of transport than
many scttlers on the Midland line. Re-
cently the Dboard visited the Lakes dis-
triet and later submitted propesals for the
haulage of wheat and super from that dis-
trict fo the railway. The settlers in that
area, thevefore, will be served extremely
well. They will have their produce carted
to a Government ratlwayv, and will thus be
able to have it marketed on a more equit-
able and satisfactory basis than that which
is available to those whose produce has to
be earted over the Midland Railway., Thus
there is not likely fo be any great measuve
of satisfaetion on fthe part of the people
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who will be selecting land from the Mid-
land Railway, unless they can obtain ic at
u mor¢ reasonable price,

1l was an education to have hwl the
privilege of being a member of the Cow-
misston. I have seen a great deal of my
native State during my term in Parlis-
ment, but never so much as I saw during
the recess when the members of the Com-
mission visited so many distriets. I be-
lieve the tour was an education to the
other members of the Conmunission, and
that the inquiry will prove of benefit to
the State. I would like to pay a tribufe
to the members of the Commission for the
enthusiastic manner in which they devoted
themselves to their task. 2y only com-
plaint is that the ehairman of the Com-
mission was such a nigger-driver that he
mave us very little breathing space and
kept us hard at work all the time.

On motion by AMr. Doney, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT,
In Committee.
Resamed from the 12th
Hegney in the Chair; M
charge of the Bill,

October. My

Sampson in
Clanse 3—Prospectuses of  foreign com-
panies:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T can-
not understand why the member for Swan
desires to persisi with the Bill.  The clanse
deals with foreign companies, and it imposes
upon them absurd rvestrictions that 1 think
will he defrimental to the inicrests of this
State. A similar provision in the South
Australian Aet has been detrimental to the
interests of that State. The hon. member
did not say anything in support of the
clange. All his attention was confined fo the
shave-hawking clauses, but there are other
clanzes in the Bill, and this is one of them.

My, Lambert: What abont newspapers
hawking shares?

The MINISTER TFOR JUSTICE: If,
under this elause, » prospectus had to be
published in a newspaper it would ocenpy a
whole page.

Mr. Cross: That would be good for the

newspaper,
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prob-
ably the only difference between the

prospectus as published in the newspaper
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and the prospectus itself, would be that the
objeciz of the company would be published
in a more limited form, While it is pro-
posed that these vestrictions shall be imposed
upon foreign companies, there is no sugges-
tion in the Bill that they shall be imposed
upon loeal companies, as is the ease with the
English legislation. A foreign company
might be formed in South Anstralia to
establish a factory in this State. A company
already operating in some other State of the
Commonwealth might propose to extend
aperations to Western Amstralia and form
a separate company for the purpose. Per-
haps there night be a feeling that insufli-
cient subscriptions eould be obtained in this
State to form a loeal company, or there
might he other reasons for having the com-
pany in the original State. Still, there
might be a desire to encourage local sub-
seriptions in order to ereate local interest,
but this clause would impose such hardships
and restrietions as would probably prove to
he the last straw against the adoption of that
course,  Western Anustralia’s position s
different from that of the other Stales, In
New Sonth Wales, with it larger pepuls
tion, u company might be able to vely npon
local subseriptions, Under a Bill we con-
sidered yesterday, we are trying to encour-
age companies from fhe other States to
establish enterprises here, and yet the hon.
member’s Bill  differentiates between Jocal
and forcign companies and seeks to impose
various restrictions, Of course a eompany
might sueeeed in cireumventing those restric-
tions, but there is the difficnlty attached to
doing so. Company provisions are often
evaded in some way or other. The other
night, when the Lender of the Opposition
was speaking, | mentioned 5 man in the Old
Country who was ordered seven vemrs’ im-
prisonment for share-pushing. He used the
post office in the eountry where that legisla-
tion operated, but this measure could not
prevent anyone from using the post offiee
and probably being relativelv as successful
as was the person in England. Thus restrie-
tions might be imposed upon a genuine com-
pany sceking to get local subseriptions for
a loecal enterprise, simply because in a few
instances people have subseribed to com-
panies that vltimately prove to be fraundu-
lent. The member for East Perth put up a
case that sounded like a statement for some
client in London who wanted information
about a local flotation. Everything of which
the hon, member complained was done in
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England under the legislation dealing with
the formation of holding companies,

Mr. Seward: The companies referred fo
by the member for Fast Perth are exempt
from this measure.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
are not mentioned.

Mr, Seward: They are exempt on account
of being on the Stock Exchange. '

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
provision exempfts the person who under-
writes the shares; he can do as he likes with
the shares. Thus a company that was fran-
dulent in eharaeter could appoint some snide
broker to underwrite the shares or make
pretence at so doing, and then he counld do
as he liked.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
house-to-house canvass?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
has nothing to do with this question.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I say he could not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know, but there would not be all the re-
strictions regarding the prospectns. If that
is not so, I should like the hon. member to
explain the point. In fact, we need more
explanation of the Bill as a whole. This
is only tinkering with our company law.
Members are entitled to know what is pro-
posed and the member sponsoring the Bill
should offer some justification for it.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is not lawful for any
person to issuc in Western Anstralia any
prospectus of a company ingorporated out-
gide Western Australia unless certain condi-
tions are fulfilled. Those conditions are spe-
cified in the Bill. Before the prospeetus is
issued, a copy certified by the chairman and
approved by resclution must be delivered
for registration to the Registrar of Com-
panies. That is important from the s:tand-
point of protecting people who mnay invest
in a foreign company.

Mer, Lambert: That provision is absolntely
meaningless.

AMr. SAMPSON: Purther, the prospectus
must contain various proteclive statements
stipulated in the Bill. The clausc is de-
signed to protect the public who intend te
invest in the shares of a company incor-
porated outside of Western Australia, so
that investors may be advized of the eonsti-
tution, objects and assets of the company.
That protection should be afforded the public
is essential. Only yesterday I received a
copy of onc of Blennerhasset’s lectures deal-

Could he make »

[ASSEMBLY.]

ing with private and proprietary companies
in Australia, theiv law and praetice. The
publieation states—

Western Auvstralia is now the only Staie
that is Jagging behind with respect to up-to-
date company legislation. The Companies Act
at present in foree in that State was enacterd
in 1893 and is hopelessiy behind the times.
The clause referred to by the Minister is
takert from the Imperial Act.  Tasmania,
Quecnsland, New South Wales and South
Australia ave also indebted to it for their
company legislation,  Part VIIT. of that
legislation sets ont what shall be done in the
ease of foreign eompanics, powers of attoy-
ney and so forth. A foreign company must
appeint by power of attorney a loeal gentle-
man who may on bebalf of the company sne
and he sued in our conrts. This elause im-
proves the position and provides nceessary
protection for the public. It relates to the
circulation of prospectuses of foreign eomt-
panies inviting people to take up shares in
them. Suhelause 1 does not apply to uuder-
writers who ngree to take up sharves prior to
their being offered for public subseription.
Underwriters wonld make all ingnirvies be-
fore they embarked on business of this na-
ture. People who are regularly dealing in
shares do not require protection, hecause
they are well able to look after themselves,
The Minister is aequainted with every detail
of eompany law,

Tlie Minister for Justiec: 1 know &s much
about it as you do.

My, SAMPSON: It is time we amended
the Companies Act as it relates to the selling
of shares, the lodging of prospectuses, the
Fulfilment of promises made by diveetors,
and the hawking of shares for sale.  Sub-
clhuse 3 relates to the exemption of dircetors
from liability in certain cireumstances. Such
a provision is contained in the Companies
Acts of all States that have legislated along
the lines of the Imperial Act of 1929

Mr. SEWARD : I am pleased, Mr. Chaii-
man, that yon have allowed members a fair
amount of I[atitude.  This Bill certainly
covers a multitude of subjeets. T bhave founst
great diffieulty in aseertaining what is in it,
and what has been left out of it.

Hon. €. G. Latham: The clauses in Bills
are often too long.

Mr. SEWARD: The member for Swan
has not explained why the Bill refers to com-
panies incorporafed outside Western Aus-
tralin, but exeludes any ecompany, doubtful
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or ofherwise, that might be incorporated
within Western Australia. I can see no
reason for the differentiation. The provi-
sion to remove any liabhiliy from a director
for signing a document, the contents of
which he does not know, is not satisfactory
to me. It is playing up to a company that
is formed for doubtfnl purposes. Directors
should he held responsible for everything
they sign. I was surprised that the member
for East Perth was allowed to make the
speech he did. The Bill exeludes any com-
pany that is listed on the Stock Exchange,
so that the mining eompanies to which the
hon. member referred are not dealt with by
this measure. If the public stand in need of
protection, they require it against bogus
mining companies. .

Mr. SAMPSON: I would not be com-
petent to embark upon the colossal task of
framing a Bill to amend the whole of the
Companies Aet. My sole object is to protect
those who might be vietimised by share
hawkers, go-getters, and othars who tout
for the sale of shaves that may be of lifible
value. The member for Pingelly wants to
6w why ewpiusis is inid on foreign com-
panies. Clause 3 is designed to protect the
public against hogus foreign companies.
At present there is not the proteetion that
is essential. Foreign companies ave dealt
with in Part VITL of the Companies Act,
1893; but that of course is out of date. In
the case of private companies it is now
neeessary to register the company, lodge a
prospectns, and do certain other things.
That is the distinction so far as I am able to
explain if.

Mr. SHEARN: Having listened to the
member for Swan I more than ever incline to
the opinion I formed after hearing his seeond
reading speech. According to the report of
a seleet commitiee, the matter is hedged in
with techniealities; and from the explanation
just given hy the hon. member it is obvious
that he himself does not understand some of
the provisions of his own Bill. How ean he
expeet us to suppovt a clause whieh he him-
self is unable to explain clearly? Had 1
heen present when the second reading debate
was about tn be concluded, T would have
pointed onft that there is sufficient evidence
that the whole substance of the Bill is such
as should be subjected to full fechnieal in-
vestigation and  recommendation. T feel
totally unable to decide whether the Bill will
earry out all it purports to do. TUntil the
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hon, member can give a much clearer ex-
planation of the clause I must oppose it.

Clause put, and a division taken with the
following resalt:—

Ayes 15
Noes 20
Majority agninst .. 2
Aves,
Mrs, Cardell.Otiver Mr. Fanton
Alr, Doust Mr. Raphael
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr, Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Marshall Mr, Welsh
Mr. McDonald AMr. Doney
Mr. North T (Teller)
Nozs.
Mr. Coverler Mr, Seward
Mr. Cross Mr, Shearn
Mr. Hawke Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr. Styants
Miss Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willmott
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
Mr. Needham Mr, Wise
Mr. Nulsen Mr." Withers
Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Fox
(Tellgr,)

Clause thus negatived.

Progress veported.

BILL—BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND
ECONOMIC RESEARCH.

In Commitlee.

Resumed  from the previous day. Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair: the Minister for Em-
ployment in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 27—Powers and funetions of

bureaun :

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
on Clause 27, to which Mr. Sampson had
moved an amcndment as follows:—

That after the word ‘‘methods’’ in para-
graph {e) the worda ‘‘including the question
of increasing the quota or numbers of appren-
tices in any trade or industry’’ he inserted.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the followingz resnlt:—

Aves .. .. .. . 12
Noes .. .. - .. 22
Majority against .. .. 10
AYES.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson

Mr. Hill Mr, Boward

Mr., Latham Mr. Thorn

Mr. McDonald Mr. Welsh

Mr. McLarty Mr, Willmott

Mr, Narth Mr. Doney

(Teoller.)
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NOES,
Mr. Coverler Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Croas Mr. Panton
Me. Doust Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Fox Wr K L L. Smsith
str. hawle Mr. Styanis
Mr. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Miss Holmsp Mr. Willecock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshali Mr. Wige
Mr, Mtllington Mr. Withers
Mr, Needham Mr. Raphael
(Teller.)

Palrs
AYES, H Nogs.
Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Leahy
Mr. Keenan Mr. Collier
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Troy

Amendment thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I move an amendment—

That the following mnew paragraph be in-

serted:—'* (k) To co-operate with the Public
Works Department of the State in the de-
velopment and planning of a long range pro-
gramme of public works and to inquire into
and report wpon the economic side of any
works included in sueh programme.’’
I£ the paragraph be agreed to, the members
of the burecau will have the right to eco-
operate with the Public Works Department
for the purpose of developing and plamning
a long range programme of public works,
but without power beyond that. The co-
operation of the bureau should be valuable,
and I am daily more convineed of the neces-
sity for the development of a long range
programme of public works.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What sort of public
works?

The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMENT:
Such as may be considered necessary in the
best interests of the development of the
State,

Hon. €. G. Latham: Do you mean water
supplies, extensions of railways, and so on?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, public works that the department has
power to undertake. In addition, the burcau
will have the right to inquire into and report
upon the econoinic side of any such works.
Members will agree upon the desirability
of having n much more extensive inguiry
regarding the economic side of publie
works. For years short-range programmes
of publie works, regarded mainly from the
standpoint of necessity and engineering
considerations, have been adopted, and cer-
tainly no long-range programme has been
considered.

Mr. SEWARD: The amendment seems
to bear out the contentions of the member
for Guildford-Midland when he said that

[ASSEABLY.]

the bureaw would lake control out of the
hands of I’arliament, One would think
that the consideration of a long-range pro-
gramme of public works involving perhaps
millions, should be the duty of Parliament.
The hurean will have to report te the Min-
ister, but T sec no reference to the neces-
sity to report to Parliament. Here is an
illustration of Cabinet Governwment, and
we should e very careful before granting
the suggested powers to the bureau.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The amendment will invelve ne alteration
in the existing practice regarding decisions
to be arrived at before public works are

commeneed,  The decisions will still  re-
main  with the COGovernment and subse-
quently with Parliament as heretofore.

The amendment will merely give the bureau
the right to co-operate with the Public
Works Department in planning the works
programme., The acceptance of the pro-
gramme will he at the diseretion of the
Government, and it will be the duty of
Parliament to decide whether it will vote
the loan funds necessary for the works.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know
what the AMinister for Works will say
about this amendment. The Ainister for
Employment will tell the bureau to investi-
gate some works contemplated by the
Works Department, but unless the mem-
bers of the bureau include highly quali-
fied expericneed  engineers, possessing
higher qualifications and greater experi-
ence than those of the departmental en-
gineers, the bureaw could hardly be ex-
pected to tender helpful adviee to them
later. To what extent will the burcan be
able to advise the Government on the
economie side? 1 we had an econcmist to
advise us upon what might happen in the
future, the probabilities are that nothing
at all would be done. An economist in
England once said that a mathematician
could determine by figures what an ulti-
mate result would be; but that if all the
economists in the world were brought to-
gether in conference, one would have as
little knowledge when the conference
ended as when it started, because they
would not agree. Our agricultural areas
can never be developed to their fullest ex-
tent unless some permanent water scheme
is provided. The Minister tells us that if
a proposal 1s made to build a railway from
Esperanee to Albany, the burean will in-
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vestigate it. We have already provided in
our Transport Aet for the Transport
Board to investigate such a proposal. Now
the burean is to investigate; the Railway
Department will investigate; and the Pub-
lie Works Department will investigate.
Pariiament will soon have nothing at all
to do.

The Minister for Mines: And a select
sommittee will be appointed to investigate.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And the Govern-
ment will take no notice of the finding of
the select committee. The Bill is a useless
piece of legislation. It will take away
from Parliament the little control that it
now exercises, IEvery public work that T
ean recall was started without the eonsent
of Parliament; group settlement was
started without the consent of Parliament
and extended without its authorisation;
the drainage works in the South-West were
started without parliamentary authorisa-
tion.

My, Marshall: But not railways.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Some railways
have been built without parliamentary
antharisation.

M. Marshall: The only one I know of
was the Lake Clifton railway.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The company paid
for that railway, which was afterwards
pulled up.  The eompany paid for the con-
ctruction of it, and the Government got the
rails and sleeper=. The Minister will say,
“T didd not start this work until the burean
of economie research investigated it; on the
strongth of its- investigation, knowing I had
a majorily in the House, T proceeded with
the work.” The Minister smiles, hat mem-
bers have found that out long ago, I am
sorry the Minister is taking away power
from the Puhlic Works Department.

The Minister for Employment: That is
unfair and ridieulons. T am not taking any
power away from the department.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In what way ean
the bureaun assist the department? T do not
desire to delay the passage of the Bill, but
we should not let it pass without some pro-
test.

Mr. MARSHALL: T cannof understand
the neeessity for the amendment. Why
should a clause be inserted i the Bill
authorising the bureau to co-operate with the
Public Works Department? Why should
not the bureau alsa eo-operate with the Rail-
way Department, the Education Department
—in  fact, with all ofher departments?
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Should we not have a long-range programme
of railway construstion? People who pose
as authorities argue that our network of
railways is wrong, expensive and uneconomi-
cal. If that is so, why should not the burean
co-operate with the Railway Department?
There may be friction between the engincers
of the Public Works Department and the
members of the hurean over the method of
eo-operation. Will the Minister instruct the
burean to interview his engincers or the
Under Secretary of the Public Works De-
partment? Will the Minister adjudicate be-
tween the bureau and the department? The
engineers of the department would probably
be unwilling to confer with the members of
the bureau, who have no engincering know-
ledge. I am afraid that such co-operation
will result in the Geovernment undertaking
public works of which Parliament may ulti-
mately disapprove. The Government will
shield itself behind the bureau, and so over-
ride the better judgment of Parliament. T
agree with the Minister that a long-range
programme of public works is essential,

Hon. C. G. Latham: The trouble is that
we change our Governments.

Mr. MARSHALL: Wouid the co-operation
of the engineers of the Public Works De-
partment with the burean lead to better re-
sults in the Public Works Department? I
do not know. T agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that onr progress with the work
will be defermined by the finances available,
If we had a programme for the Public
Works Department extending over 20 years
we could proceed with it only to the extent
to which the finances permitted.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The member for Murchison touched on the
all-important part of the amendment when
he spoke of the desirability of a long-range
programme of works. Our experience has
heen that it is far more difficult than most
people imagine to have a programme of that
deseription developed. The Publie Works
Department is mentioned because 90 per
cent. of the works carried out by the Goy-
ernment is earried out by that department,
The bureau will undertake special investiga-
tions in regard to our industries. Tn making
those inquiries, it will aequire a good deal
of information abhout works already estab-
lished and about works that could perhaps
be established with bencfit to indusiry and

to the Siate generally. Co-operation between

the bureau and the Public Works Depart-
ment would therefore be extremely helpful.
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The FPublic Works Department would still
be supremic in the matter of recommending
to the Minister for Works just which pro-
gramme should be torwavded to the Govern-
ment for its approval, and the Government,
as now, would still make the final deeision,
The aceeptance of this proposal wonld pro-
teet Parlinment against the danger feared
by the member for Murchison who said that
in the past works have been put in hand hy
Governments without Parliament having been
consuited and that iff Parliament had had an
opportunify of making a deeision in regard
to some of those works, they wounld never
have been commenced. ‘That is a sound
opinion, with which I agree. Had there been
a elose investigation of the economie aspect
of those works, many of them would prob-
ably have never heen begun. Consequently
it is provided that the bureau shall have the
right {o investigate the economie phase of
any proposed work so that the Minister for
Works and the Government shall he fully
informed. .

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. NORTH: 1 move an amendment—

That the following paragraph be inserted :—
f¢{n) To inquire into and report upon prac-
ticable means of organising the distribution
to needy persons of unsaleable surpluses aris.
ing under any marketing legislation.’’
I ihink these words have the approval of
the Minister for Employment and if agreed
to, will obviate the necessity of our passing
another motion on the Notice Paper under
my name referring to added powers for mar-
keting honrds.

The MINTISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I do not propesc to accept the amendment.
The Bill already provides quite a number of
important and heavy duties for members of
the bureau and to impose this partieular
task upon them would bLe to overload them
and give them a problem that would involve
much worry and confusion. If they capably
handie the duties allotted to them in the Bill
they will do a particularly good job and
indivectly tackle the problem referred to in
the hon. member's motion. The Commities
would be well advised not to accept the
amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. SAMPSON:
ment—
That the following paragraph be inserted:—

¢¢(q) To investigate any inventions submitted
and, in approved cases, to recommend the

I move an amend-

[ASSEMBLY.]

grauting of suel financial assistanee to inven-
tors ag may be deemed advisable.

The Minister for Employment: I am pre-
pared to accept the amendment down to the
word “submitted.” .

Mr., SAMPSOXN; The amendment is not
mandatory.

The Minister for
burean would do thaf.

Mr. SAMPSON: An inventor often suf-
fers failare through lack of money with
which to develop his invention.

The Minister for Employment: Under the
wegeral powers, the burcan would be able to
recommend assistanee.

Mr. SAMPSON: And if the amendment
were passed in the abbreviated form sug-
wested by the Minister, funds could still be
provided for fhe purpose?

The Minister for Employment: The
bureau could recommend the Government to
erant assistanee.

AMr. SAMPSON: The Minister's proposal
would not go very far. I should fecl ner-
vous if the whole of the phraseology were
not aceepted.

The Minister for Employment: Presently
vou will talk me out of agreeing even to
the abbreviated amendment.

AMr. SAMPSON: After the bureau has
investigated, what will be done?

The Minister for Xmployment: IE the
invention is considered worthy of assistance,
the Government will be recommended,
throngh the Minister, to grant assistance.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister will agree
to nothing more?

The Minister for Employment: No.

My, SAMPSON: I hope the Minister will
eive more thought to the amendment as a
whole. The burean would not be committed
to doing anything wnless convinced that the
invention was in the interests of the State.
No reasonable objection ean be raised to the
amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 am prepared to agree to the first part of
the amendment in order that the matter may
be set out in a separate paragraph. The
additional words are not neeessary because
sufficient provision is already made in the
Bill

Hon. C. G. Latham: Where?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Under paragraphs (k) and (q) partieu-
larly. Inventions would affect the industrial

Empleyment: The
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welfare of the State as provided in para-
graph {q).

Mr. SAMPSON: As provision is made in
other paragraphs, I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendmen{—

That the following paragraph be inscrted:--
‘{q) . To investigate any inventions submit-
ted.’!

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I move an amendment—

That the following subelause he added:—

“(2) Tt shall he eompetent for any membe:
of the bureau, who las been co-opted by the
burcau in compliance with the provisions rt
subsection (4) of scetion six of this Act, to
furnish to the bureau reports prepared by him
personally in relation to any matters within
the scope of the powers and functions of the
bureau, and, whenever any such reports are
so furnished, the same shall be submitted to
the Minister and may be published either
wholly or in part as the bureau shall think
fit,”?
This deals with the co-opted member of the
hirrean, who may be an economist. Any re-
ports on special subjects by him should be
given recognifion, and whenever he prosents
such a report within the functions of the
burcau, it will be submitted to the Minister
and may be published, wholly or in part, as
the bureau may decide.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the amendment
moved by the Minister will be rejected. In-
formation supplied by cconomists could not
have any great cffoet on the welfare of the
State. Why shonld we bother to pub-
lish the knowledge, or supposed knowledge,
furnished to us by people of that kind%
Three or four years ago one of our econo-
mists was Joaned to the Bank of New South
Wales. Of what benefit was that te Western
Australia? T hope all extraneous matter
connected with  the establishment of the
burean will be eliminated. It should not be
the function of a small bureau like this to
delve into economies,

Mr. MARSHALL: Why should nok the
Minister himself have power to publish
either wholly or in part the reports re
ferred to? T move—

That the amendment be amended by sirik-
ing out the word ‘““hurean’’ where it last oc
enrs, and inserting the word ¢‘Minister'’ in
lieu,

Mr. MecDONALD: T presume that the
amendment on the amendment moved by the
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member for Murchison will be in keeping
with another subclause dealing with a simi-
lar subject.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The subelause fo which the hon. member
refers provides that the burean may, with
the approval of the Minister, do certain

things. Tn prineiple the two subclauses ave
alike.

Amendment on  wnendment  put  and
passed. .

Amendment, as amended, put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:

I move an amendment—

That the following subelause be added:—

*(3) Tor the purpose of facilitating the pro-
per and effective exercise and performance of
its powers and functions by the bureau or
any sub-committee of the bureau appointed
under section twenty-eight of this Aect, the
bureau and any sub-commitiee of the burean,
as the ease may be, may summeon persons to
give evidence and produce documents, and
may require that evidence be given on oath
or aflirmation, and for the purposes of this
subscetion the bureau and every sub-committee
of the burcan nforesaid shall have and may
exereise all the powers of a Royal Commission
under the provisions ot the Koyal Cemmis-
sioners’ Powers Act, 1902,/
In the course ‘of its investigations the
bureau will be obliged to obtain a good
deal of information, and will require to be
assured that such information is both ae-
curate and reliable. Unless it has power
to obtain evidence on oath it may be mis-
led, and arrive at undesirable decisions.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This amendment
will give great powers to the burean in a
general way. I am not prepared to agree
to that. We do not know who will be
members of the bureau or what subjects
will be investigated. The Minister might
in his diserction give the powers of a
Royal Commission to the burean when the
necessity arises, but should not de so in
a general way. Any sub-committee that
is appointed by the burean will also pos-
sess this power. Should a scientist happen
to be dealing with one of the matters re-
ferred to in Clause 6, he can publish the
information received with the consent of
the Minister.

Mr. MecDONALD: I must oppose the
clause. The powers are extremely wide
ones to give to a body having sueh far-
reaching authority to investigate. When a
Royal Commission is appointed, it is some-
thing in the hands of a Government; and
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a Royal Commission is given authority to
obtain evidence regarding specific matters
set out in the commission.

Progress reported,

ADJOURNMENT.,
THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—-
Geraldton) [11.3]: I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I desire to refer to a
question raised by the Teader of the Oppo-
sition yesterday.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member
raising a question of privilege? The mo-
tion for the adjournment of the Housn is
not debateable.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I thought that on a
motion for adjournment I could seek some
information.

Mr. SPEALER: No.
Question put and passed.

House adjonrned at 110 pm.
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QUESTION—''UGLIELAND,"’
FREMANTLE,

Purchase, Date and Price,

AMr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In what year was the land known
as “Uglieland, Fremantle” puorchased? 2,
What priec was paid for the property?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{for the Minister for Lands) replied: 1,
The land known as “Uglieland,” was a por-
tion of the Phillimore Street block fronting
Market, Short and Pakenham Streets, Fre-
mantle, that was resumed on the 23rd De-
cemher. 1003, for Railway purposes. 2, The
total eompensation paid, with costs, for the
hlovk, including several buildings thereon,
was £31,73+.  The amount that should be ap-
portioned to “Uglie’and” from which the
original buildings had bLeen removed, is not
readily available.

QUESTION—WORKERS' COMPEN-
SATION ACT.

Appointment of Woman edical
Officer.
1on, ¢ G. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Employment: 1, Has any person been
scleceted o fill the position of Medica] Officer
(Workers' Compensaiion Aet), for which
applications were recenily invited? (2) If
50, whe was the suecessful applieant? 3,



